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TaE Coronian Secretary : This Bill *

would provide a closer limit, 10 miles as
against 15 miles.

How. F. CONNOR: Really no limit
whatever should be allowed. The route

should be surveyed, and no deviation .

from it permitted. In the case of tle
Wagin-Dumbleyung line, the route was
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entirely aliered, being diverted a distance

of eight or nine miles, after u deal of
expense had actually been incurred in
clearing a length of seven or eight miles.
The reason for this deviation was
unknown to him, but he believed it had
been made against the express wish of
the engineer in charge by the Engineer-
in-Chief, who was really not responsible,
since the survey had not been made by

him and he was not in charge of the .

work. Buch a deviation gave rise to
great dissatisfaction.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Presinble—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment ; the
report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at sixteen
minutes past 10 o'clock, until the next
day.
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Tye PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

PrayERs.

QUESTION—WORKS DEPARTMENT
EMPLOYEES.

Hon. J. W, WRIGHT asked the

Coluniul SBecretary : 1, What is the nom-
ber of permanent hands in the employ-
ment of the Works Department, and the
tolal annual payment made tothem? 2,
What is the number of temporary hands
in the employment of the Works Depart-
nent, and the total anvual payment mude
to them ¥

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1 (a) Nuwmber of permanent
hands on 30th November 1906—202. (b)
Total annual payments— £47,149. e,
{a) Number of temporary hands on 30th
November 1306—34. (b) Total annual
payments — £5,280.

- QUESTION—SEWERAGE EXCAVATION,

DAMAGE.

Hon. J. W, WRIGHT asked the
Colenial Secretary: 1, Is it a fact that
the residence on Perth Town Lot L56
has been so hadly damaged through the
excavations carried on inconnection with
the Perth Sewerage, that it has been
rendered dangerous and has had to be
vacated? 2, Has the line of the sewer
been altered in any way by the depart-
mental engioeer since the contract was
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signed, and if so to what extent? 3,
Have the lines and levels been set out for
the contractors by the departmental
engineer ? 4, Will the Governwent lay
upon the table of the House plans and
scckions showing alterations of route and
differences of levels from those laid dvwn
in the plans tendered upon ?

Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. See plan here-
with, 3, The surface alignient was
provided by the departineat. The con-
tractor does all original detail setting
out, which is periodically checked by the
departmental officers. 4, Plan herewith.
The alterations in alignment were made
in order to avoid interference as fur as
possible with the Federal and Ewpire
Hotel buildings. The alterations in-
volved no additional cost to the depart-
meat. The levels are unaltered.

STANDING ORDERS SUSFENSION.

Debate resumed from Monday, on
the motion by the Colomial Secretary
“That in order to expedite business the
Standing Orders relating to public Bills
and the consideration of Messages from
the Legislative Assembly be suspended
during the remainder of the session, so
fur as may be necessary to cnable Bills
to pass through all their stages in one
sitiing and Messages to be taken into
immediate consideration.”

flon. J. M. DREW : Since moviog the
adjournment, progress had been wmade
with the business of the House, and if
the Colonial Secretary would give an
assurance that it was the intention of the
Government to try to close the session
this week, we should endeavour to fall in
with his wishes.

THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY : That was

30,

Hox. J. M. DREW was also informed
that it was the intention of the Colonial
Secretary to move that the Land Tax
Bill be discharged from the Notice
Paper ; therefore he saw no reason why

:he Standing Orders should not be
suspended.

Hox. M. . Moss: The motion could
20t be put.

Hown. W. KinasminlL: The Colonial
3ecretary might postpoue the motion
1ntil after order No. 3 bad heen con-
sidered.

{11 Decenser, 1906.]

Norseman Railwey. 3655

Tue CovoNiat, SECRETARY: If the
Standing Order did not relate to notice
being given, he wonld fall in with the
member's suggestion.

Tre PRESIDENT: A ruling had
not been asked for on this question, yet
if any member objected he would point
out Standing Order 334, which stated :—

Tn cases of pressinj uecessity, any Sessional
or Standing Order may be suspended for that
day’s sitting ; but no motion fur that purpose
shall be made without notice, except with the
concurrence of an absolute majority of the
whole Couneil.

Notice had been given, and he would
put the motion.

Qucstion put and passed.-— — - -

BILL—LOAN (£2,467,000).
Read a third time, and passed.

BILL—COOLGARDIE-NORSEMAN
RATILWAY.

THIRD READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved *“That the Bill be now read a
third time.”

How. M. L. MOBS felt so strongly
that we were embarking on a policy
fruught with danger to the community,
that after farther thinking over this
Railway Bill which wonld land the
country in an annual recurring loss of
many thousands of pounds, and in view
of the fact that the Bill was passed on
its second reading in a very poor House,
the voting being 12 in favour and 7
against it, 19 members’ votes only being
recorded, it was desirable to divide the
House again on the third reading of the
Bill. He had no desire to enter again
into argument against the measure, but
wanted as many members as possible
to express an opinion on the measure.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following resvlt:—

Ayes
Noes

Majority for ...

[ el e &
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AYVE NoEgs.
Houn. G. Belhughmn Hou. J, M. Drew
Hon. T. F. Q. Brimage Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. E, M. Clarke Hon, M. L, Moss
Hon, J. D. Connolly Hown. G. Randell
Hon. C. E, Dempster Hou. J. W. Wri
Hon. J. T, Glowref l"é['eller)
Hon. W, Kingsmil
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon, C, Sommers
Hon. R. D. McEevzie

{Teller),

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—HOPETOUN-RAVENSTHORFPE
RATILWAY.

SECOND EREADING.

TaeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): In moving the second
reading of.the Bill, I do so with every
confidence, believing that I am asking
the House to ussent to a very good line,
and one which will prove to be very pro-
fitable. There have been several other
propusitions put forward as to convecting
the copper mines at Ravensthorpe by
railway, which I will read to the House
later on. The Grovermment have had four
reports on the different lines of railway
to counect Ravensthorpe by rail. The
first. proposition was a line from the
Great Southern Railway to Ravensthorpe,
which was to branch off somewhere near
Broome Hill, Katanning, or Wagin, and
to go I think a distance of a couple of
hundred miles. The second was a line
from Doubtful Island Bay, on the south-
ern coast, to Raveonstborpe. This was
undoubtedly a very good proposition, in-
asmuch as Doubtful Island Bay is a very
fine harbour, second to none almost in
the State. Bat the argumeunt against
that was that you would have to proceed
reilly past Hopetoun west along the
coast-—as members will see if they look
at the map—and the distance would be
some 30 or 40 miles greater. That would
male the line 75 miles long instead of 34
to Mary Ann Haven, or, as it is now
called, Hopetoun. The next proposition
was a line from Starvation Boat Harbour,
which was somewhat to the east of Hope-
toun along the coast. This proposition
of course was not to be considered at all,
because the harbour is inferior to Hope-
toun, and the length of the line is very
much yreater. The fourth proposition
wag a line from Hopetoun to Ravens-
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the House. T will just read a few
marks by Mr. Muir on che differex
routes., He reported on the 2ud Octobe
1906 :-—

With veference to the proposed railway i

Ravenstharpe, I beg to report that, in accorc
ance with instructions, Captain Irvine an
myself visited Doubtful Island Bay, Hopetow
and Starvation Boat Harbour, 'The propos:
under veview is to give certain farther facil
ties whereby the Ravensthorpe gold an
copper flelds canm be exploited to the be:
advantage. Four proposals have been brongl
under my notice :—(1.) A line connecking th
Great Southern Railway with Ravensthorp
(2. ) A connection from Doubtful Island Ha,
(3.} One from Hopetoun. (4.) And one fro
Starvation Boat Harbour.
Thoze are the four propositions 1 hav
named. He says with regard to the firs
that is connecting Ravensthorpe with tk
Great Southern :—

Ag regards the first proposition, that is

line say from Broome Hill to Ravensthorp
the distance, going via Doubtful Island Ba
would be about 200 miles, out of which for
length of say 40 wiles good agricultur
country would be traversed. The remainia
distance of 160 miles, with very small exce
tion. iz poor land. This line would cost abou
£250,000, and should not be seriously ente
tained as a reasonable proposal to develop th
Ravensthorpe fields.
Members will see at once that the pr
position was not to be thought of, seein
that it would ounly epen up 40 miles
good land, and would cost a quarter of
million, which is by far too large a sw
fur an uudermhuu of this kind. I
regard to No. t.hd.t. 18 conuecting wit
Doubtful Isla,nd Ba.y, he reports favou
ably, and it would give the same facil
ties, but of course the argument agains
that is that it would make the line 7
miles instead of 34.

Hon. W. KinesmirL: There would L
very heavy engineering difficulty.

Tre COLONIAL SECREI'ARY: H
does not report so much on the enginee
ing diffienlty as against the length of th
hine. He says:—

The second proposition, that is a line frol
Doubtfud Island Bay to Ravemsthorpe, is)
good one excepbing in as far as the distanc
from the port is concerned., Doubtfal 1slan
Bay is o good harbour, second only to Alban
on the south coast, as far as natural advas
tages are concerned. ‘T'he length of line to |
constructed from this point to Ravensthory
would be about 75 miles, and the cost of cor
struction, including £15,000 for a jetty, woul
amount to about £l20000 There are 1

thorpe, whu_h is the proposal now before | great engineering difficulties along the rou
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(the plan attached shows the line approxi-
mately) excepting the get-away at Doubtful
Island Bay, the crossing of a few rivers, and
the last few miles near the terminal point.
The land adjacent, is practically all sandplain,
the only exception being the river flats, which
from an agricultural or grazing point of view
are not worth taking into consideration. One
noticeable feature of this country struck me,
however, and that was the existence of an
auriferous belt, running practically parallel
and a few miles north from the line of my
inspection, and extending from Ravensthorpe
westward for about 100 miles. This lmme of
country has not been prospected to any extent,
and it may yet possibly prove of sufficient
importance to warrant a vailway line on its
own merits.

As far as the auriferous country is con-
cerned it does not open up very wuch
more thau the present line. It rums
parallel with it to some distance, almost

along to the sea, and theo il runs west-

ward to Doubtful Island Bay.

Hown. W. KinasmiuL: It would not
open up as wuch.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY : It
would not open np more, and after you
leave the auriferous Dbelt and travel
westward along the coast it is entirely
sandplain and worthless country. The
report suys : —

The third proposition is to constiuct a line
from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe, a distance of
some 34 miles. This, with additional jetty
reguirewents, would eost some £60,000. The
drawback in this case is that it would be
impossible to accommeodate vessels of a draft
of more than 15 or 16 feet, or say of 500 or
600 tons burden. The fourth proposal is for
a railway from Starvalion Boat Harbour to

[11 Decemser, 1906.]
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of ore lying at grass waiting for the smelter
to start, take a very optimistic view of the
future prospects of the field. ‘There is, more-
over, a considerable area of good agricultural
land in the vicinity of Ravensthorpe, estimated
hy a local resident to amount to some 30,000
or 40,000 acres. In fact, to judge by reports
nnd present appearances, this field promises
to becorne within a very short period a great
eupper-producing district.

Then he goes on to speak in detail about
the survey of the different lines. The
proposed line, beginning at Ravensthorpe
and going to the coast, will travel through
13 or 14 miles of mineral country between
Kundip and Ravensthorpe. There ate
dozens of small shows apart from the
big mines which are being developed.
From those they have taken from 2,000
to 3,000 tons of ore, which are at grass
awaiting smelting. This isapart from the
Phillips River Company’s and other big
mines. The principal mines are the
Benson, Elverden, Mount Cattlin, and
the Marion Martin, In 1905 the greatest
depth reached was 200 feet. Since then
there has Dbeen development to wnuch
greater depth. I think members have
informuation on the sheet as to the gold
production. The gold produced between
1900 and 1905 awmounted to 21,774
onnces of fine gold. Copper ore was pro-
duced up to the end of 1905 equal to
8,791 tons, valued at £65,737, and recent
developments have increased the amounnt
very considerably A new smelter has

¢ been established with up-to-date plant,

Ravensthorpe. a distance of some 40 miles, :

costing, for railway construction aleme, some
£60,000. This harbour is not a good one, and
could not be improved to any great extent,
excepting at great cost, say £150,000 or
£200,000.

Members can see of course that the
fourth propesition is not to be thought
of. The report contains the following : —-

As to the necessity of connecting Ravens-
thorpe with some port by rail, there can be ne
two opinions about the matter. It is, in wy
opinion, a safe propesal, giving every promise
of turning out a good investment from the
start. The line of auriferous country pro-
spected and proved extends from Eundip to
Ravensthorpe, a distance of some 14 miles.
On this line there are dozens of shows, all of
great promise. The Phillips River Gold arnd
Copper Mining Company have spent ahout
£100,000 during the last 18 months in develop-
ment works and machinery, and are prepared,
T understand, to go considerably farther.
Numerous prospectors too, who have now tons

and witl probably be in full going order
by the end of the year. The smeltercan
treat from 60 to 100 tons of ore per
day, according to the pature of the ore,
One of these big mines, the Mt. Cattlin,
can produce quite that quantity of
ore. Therefore it will be necessary in
order to work the place to put up many
additional smelters. That will, of course,
mean increased traflic on the railway. I
would like to point oot to members in
regard to this that it is a very much
better proposition from the railway point
of view to construct a railway to a copper-
field than it is to construct a railway to a
woldfiel1, because in the case of a gold-
field, whilst you get the loading from the
capital or the port, the great drawback is
that vou get po back loading, but in the
case of copper you get that in con-
centrates ; and, moresver, there are more
goods to be carted to copperfields than
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to goldfields. Timber for firewood can
be obtained in the vicinity of Ravens-
thorpe, and there is also good mining
timber within easy distance. Members
know that these smelters use a con-
siderable amount of coke. From ten to
fifteen tons is required daily for one
smelter smelting 60 to 80 tons of ore per
day. Frowm ten to fifteen tons of coke
should produce a like amount of matte.
The figures T have furnished will give
members some idea of the quantity of
cuke likely to be carried over this line.
The population at Ravensthorpe at the
present woment is estimated at from
1,200 to 1,500, but natorally it is
expected that the number will be
increased very considerably when the
railway is built and more mines are
working. As to copper, lust year when the
report was wade there were between 500
and 600 tons of machinery and merchan-
dise awaiting teams at Hopetoun, and
indeed I know that a little time ago there
was quite a Dblock there. The teams
could not start away quickly enough. I
think they have put many teams on the
road and now they are clearing the stuff
from the port, but naturally when the
population increases and the wmines are
opened up und employ more men, people
will not be able to take the stuff by
road, more particularly as a road is not
like a railway, and cannot always be
worked. I understand that in the winter
time there ure parts of this rvad which
become impassable, and the cost of carry-
ing all this waterial by road will be too
great. I would like also to call members’
attention to this fact, that whilst the
railway will cost £52,000, or about
£1,530 a mile, a good road will run into
£800 or £1,000 a wile, and the main-
tenance of course would be very much
greater than that of the railway, and the
cost of cartage heavier, I do not think
there can be any question as to the line
paying, if it is sunply a light line.
Of course the line is not built for the pur-
pose of promoting agriculture, but there
15 some good agricultural land in the
vicinity of Ravensthorpe, and at the
present time about 1,000 acres are under
crop. But the line is particularly in-
tended for wining purposes. Still it is
gratifying to know that around a mining
town like that there is some good land.
Three or four members have, I think, a
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good knowledge of the field, and pro-
bably know more than I of the details.
Mr. Kaufman, a well-known ZLondon
inining speculator, has speut a large sum
in opening up the mines. A prominent
man now on the field is Mr, Klug, general
manager of the Phillips River Gold and
Copper Company, & man who is, I think,
known and respected by muany members
of the House. He was formerly wmanager
of the Great Boulder Perseverance, and
is a very clever wining engineer. He
estimates that when the railway is com-
pleted he will be able to treat the copper
50 a5 to wake the 3 per cent. ore pay,
whereas in the past 10 to 12 and even
15 per cent. has been needed to show a
profit. Members will see the great
difference in these figores; and if we
accept Mr. Kaufmmau’'s estimate, aud be is
an undoubted authority, we must admit
that mines which will barely pay or will
not pay at all now, will pay handsome
profits when they can be worked at a
margin of 3 per cent. cost. The field
consists of a large auriferous hbelt, ex-
tending over some 22 square miles.
The railway, though a short line of 85
miles, is not Dbuilt to serve ome mine.
It does not depend on that mine, but
taps a big belt. Probably the best argu-
ment in favour of the ralway is that in
the time of the Daglish GGovernment, in
June 1905, Mr. Jobnson, then Minister
for Works and Mines, sent to Cabinet a

minute vecommending the construc-
tion of a light line as absolutely
necessary, and giving as Lis reason
that the Government had received a

genuine offer from a private com-
pany, asking to be allowed to construct
the line on the following conditions.
The company were to lay down a railway
of 3 feet 6 inches gauge, with 451b. rails,
the route to be from- Hopetoun wia
Kundip, and the railway to be handed
over to the Government at the end of 30
years, free of expense; that is, it was not
to cost the Government sixpence; the
company to pay for rolliug-stock, equip-
ment, buildings, etecetera. 'I'he Govern-
ment were to give nothingto the com-
pany, ezcept the small tract of land
which tbe line would traverse. The rates
charged by the company were to be
lower than those charged by the Worka
Department when constructing a railway.
That offer was made 18 months ago, be-
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{1} Decemeer, 1906.]

fore the field had developed. The com-

pany were prepared to build a line at

their own expense, without any con- -
cession at all except the land, a chain or |

two in width, on which the line would
run.

In view of that offer I do not think .

the House ought to make any difficulty

about passing this Bill.
struction of the railway I do uwot think
any better argument could be advanced.
That was a gemiine offer wade to the
Daglish Government. T have not seen
that part of the country, but from wost
relinble sources I learn that it couniains
an undoubtedly valuable auriferous belf,
very rich in ecopper and in gold, wnore
particularly in copper; and copper, by
the way, is now a most valuable metal,
_and likely to be valuable for many years
to come. I move the second reading of
the Bill.

Hon.J. M. DREW (Central): This
appears to me to be another wildly specu-
lative -measure sabmitted at the eleventh
hour by the Government. I must com-
pliment the Leader of the House on

For the con- -

!

making the best of a very bad case in-

deed. Tintend to submit figures taken
from the departmental reports, but not
to make u long speech. I will quote
stateiments that cannot be disputed, and
will leave the House to come to a con-
clusion. The Phillips River Goldfield has
been worked for six years, and the total
yield of gold and copper is valued at
£168,788. The gold yield is as follows:
for 1901, 665 ozs.; 1902, 7441 ous.;
1903, 7,050 ozs. ; 1904, 4,016 ozs.; 1905,
a drop to 2,563 ozs.

Tag CoLoniar SECRETARY: Quote the
copper yield.
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won in 1908 was £10,984;
£24,230; in 1905, £15,592.

How. J. T. GLowreY: Because it was
stored.

How. J. M. DREW : It will need some
explanations, and more than explanations,
to convince me. For the eight months
ending the 31st August of this year only
£6,874 worth of copper was produced, or
about one-third of the produaction in 1904.
All this requires explanation; and there
must certainly be more justification than
these figures afford for the construction
of 35 miles of railway. The Black Range
railway project bas been omitted from
the Government programme for the ses-
sion, though it has o much stronger case
than the lipe which we now contemplate.
In 1904 the Black Range field produced
11,186 ozs. of gold; in 1905, 16,693 ozs. ;
and in the first eight months of 1906,
19,444 ozs.; whereas the Phillips River
field for the same eight months pro-
duced only 1,019 ozs. Even if we
include the small quantity of copper
produced in the Phillips River district,
the Black Range production is vastly in
excess of the Phillips River, and the
claims of the Black Range district to
railway communication are far more just
than those of the other locality. Cartage
from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe costs, I
am informed, only £3 a tun; and I can-
not admit that is a very serions handicap.
Then we inust recollect that if this lineis
built, it will be altogether apart from the
existing railway system. It will be an
altogether new system, and will conse-
quently be more expensive to work. New
rolling-stock will have to be purchased
for the line, turntables and workshops

in 1904,

_ erected, and water provided. When we

Hon. J. M. DREW : 1 intend to quote -

the copper afterwards; I cannot mix gold
and copper. For the eight months end-
ing the 31st August lust the gold vield
was 1,019 0zs,—a serious falling-off which
the Leader of the House ought to expluin.

Tae Coronian SecrETARY: I clain
the line should be built for the sake of
the copper, not of the gold.

Hox. J. M. DREW: The gold yield
has diminished frown .7,441 ozs. in 1902
to 1,019 ozs. for the eight months ending
the 31st August 1906. 1 come to the
ropper yield. There is a woeful falling-
>ff in copper also.

are considering the project we must take
these items into aceount. I believe there
have been two or three private offers to
build o railway from Ravensthorpe to
Hopetoun. What was the object? The
very object certain gentlemen had when
they proposed to build a railway from
Nannine to Peak Hill—siwiply to boom
the property. The offer to build a rail-
way would inspire much confidence in
those mining fields, with the result that
flotation of the properties in Tondon
would be easy. That may have been the
object; I do not say it was; but it may
have been the object of some of those

The value of copper | engaged in the flotations.
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Tre CoroniaL SecreErTaRY: Most of
the properties are at a premiumn.

Hown. J. M. DREW: Because the
Government have promised to build this
line. The Governent hgre put the seal
of their approval on the railway proposal,
aud have allowed the British public to
believe that the field is most prosperous,
though it is not.

Hon. J. W.Hackerr: Thatis the best
argument yet advanced for the line.

Hown. J. M. DREW : That the Govern-
ment have promised to construct the line
is no argument. At Ravensthorpe was
a smelter which was sold. Why? The
reason stated was, it had no work to do.
If there was nothing for it to do, there
must bave been but a small quantity of
copper produced. The information I
have given I have gleaned after much
investigation. It may be right or it may
be wroug; but anyhow, members will
have an opportunity of correcting me.

How. W. KingsMict: It is founded
on fact, but badly applied.

Hon. J. M. DREW : I wish simply to
put these figures, statistics, and stafe-
wents before the House, and to say it is
my intention to oppose the second read-

ing.

Hon W.KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I have much pleasure in
again according my support to a railway
proposal of the Government; but I feel
that this enthusiastic support of their
railway proposals caunot continue much
looger. At all events, I think this lineis
one of their best, if not absolutely their
best. railway proposal. I am sorry indeed
to hear the objections which Mr. Drew bas
raised to the line, most of which objections
are as I said founded on fact but some-
what misplaced, quite a huge superitruc-
ture being raised on a small foundation.
1 should like to explain the facts to the
hon. member, and I am suare he will
accept my explanation as coming from
one who was connected with the field
unti] a short time ago. My present
interests at Ravensthorpe are practically
negligeable; but from the very inception
of the field to a few months ago I was
intimately connected with all that went
on there. The hon. member has referred
to the falling-off first in the gold yield
and secondly in the copper yield. The
falling-off in the gold yield is accounted
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for by the fact that Ravensthorpe has
ever gince its inception, been graduall
proving itself to be not a goldfield
but a copperfield; and the gol¢
properties  down there. whilst  som
of them are being worked with
moderate amount of success, will neve
I think develop into unything great
It is the contrary with thiose proper
ties which have for their object th
winning of vopper. There is a ver
simple explanation for the apparent tall
ing off to which Mr. Drew alluded 1
the production of copper at Raveng
thorpe. Members will have gathered n(
doubt from the Press that about 1§
months ago the Government smelter
having finished all the fiest parcels pur
chased for treatment, closed down, The
Mines Department came to the conclusio
that for the benefit of the field and v
¢ 1er to enlarge their smelter it woul
be us well to put down a new smelter
and to shift the scene of operations tc
another portion of the district. This wa
carried out, but while the new smelte
was 1n the course of erection the fiel¢
happened to come into rather wmore pro
minence, and Mr. Kuufman and his
friends came along and inspected a larg
number of the properties, and tool
options for a period ranging from four tc
twelve months over several of the best of
them. Of course at once when that was
done it practically meant that thos
gentlemen took over the working of these
shows, and farthermnore the swelter nol
being ready to smelt ore it also meani
that the production of copper wusl
necessarily for a tine practically vease
That is the reason why for about the las
year the production of copper at Ravens
thorpe in the metallic form has been les:
than formerly; butl can assure members
of my own personal knowledge that the
Eroduction of copper in the form of ow
a8 been very much greater than eve
before in the history of the feld
There is an i{mmeuse quantity ol
ore awaiting treatment on several ol
the mines. Indeed 1 understand tha
at the 200 feet level in the Mt. Cattlix
mine—und they have sunk considerabl)
below that depth—there was in sigh
somewhere aboul £250,000 worth of ore
awaiting treatment at the smeller pur
chagsed by Mr. Kaufmman to smelt the ore
from the mines which he has acquired. A:
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to the wisdom or otherwise of going on
with the erection of a sinelter after these
options were taken over most of the pro-
duging mines, I have very little to do.
It is for the Mines Department to ex-
plain, but personally I did not think it
was very wise at the time, and I expressed
that view. However, be that as it may,
I have no hesitation in saving that so far
0s Western Australia is concerned there
is vo copperfield that can in any way
approach in importance the field at
Kavensthorpe. The Teader of the House
was quite right 1n saying that building a
railway to a coppertield was a much
more reasomable proposition than build-
ing a railway to a goldfield, because on
a railway to a copperfield you have not
ouly to take coke to the field for smelting
purposes—about a quarter of a ton of
coke to every ton of ore treated —but you
have also to take to the coast for treat-
ment copper either in the Eorm of metallic
coppér, or in the sbhape of wmatte for
refining. As to the fluxes, the ironstone
and lime are found in the neighbourhood
of Ravensthorpe. They would pay some
proportion of freight from where they
are found to the smelter. They are
found for the principal part along the
railway lioe itself.  So members will see
that there is not only every possibility of
freight at once, but certainly there is a
possibility of a large freight being assured
for this railway proposition. I have
one or two words to say in regard
to the various propositions made as
to the starting point of the railway.
Of course the proposal to build a spur
railway from Broome Hill on the Great
Southern Railway to Ravensthorpe is
absolutely ridiculous on the face of 1t. It
would never have been thought of by the
.people at Ravensthorpe, becanse while
the line was being built they would still
be carting their goods from the coast.
is impossible to doubt that land carrviage
of 30 iniles could successfully compete
with vailway carrvinge of 200 miles. The
Doubtful Bay proposal is impossible.
means too great o distance of railway
carriage to the mines at Ravensthorpe,
But I am rather surprised to learn the
result of the report received on Starvation
Boat Harbour, because, so far as it
appears to a Jayman, it seems to me that
a very much better barhour could be made
at Starvation Boat Harbour, vertainly
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with the expenditure of money, than can
ever possibly be wade at Hopetoun,
which is an almost impossible place, for
the reason that T do not set how it can
possibly be made a harbour, being of
shallow draught. I think the depth at

" the entrance-is about 15£t., and inside at

It .

It

the swinging basin it is approximately
16 or 17 feet; but that is not the worst
point about it. If it could be dredged ot
treated in a way like that there would be
a way vut of the difficulty, but there is
an extremely thin skin of sand over
extremely hard groond. Members must
see that the place is considerably handi-
capped.

Tne CoLoNIAL BECRETARY : Starvalion
Bouat Harbour is alsu condemned by the
Chief Harboor Master, Captain Trving.

Hor. W, KINGSMILL: I aw sor-
prised to hear that. I bave no doubt
about it. Strapge to say, a cunsiderable
time ago the Chief Harbour Master and
I went into this matter of Starvation
Boat Harbour, and we practically
came to the conclusion that with the ex-

" penditure of a few thousand pounnds it

could be made a decent harbour.

Tae Coroniar SecrETary: Had he
gone over it then ?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Yes; but I
suppose since that time he bas madea
more detailed examination, and has seen
fit to alter his opinion. As regurds his
opinion, there is no one's opinion to
which T attach more impertance, because
Captain Irving is a man of considerable
experience. )

Tre CoLoNIAL SEckerarY: The
Starvation Boat Harbour is exposed to
the, westerly gales ; fthat is the main
objection.

Hown. G. RanperL : Hopetoun Harbour
is exposed to all gales.

Hox. W, KINGSMILL: It is not at
all good holding ground at Hepetoun,
and most captamns on the coast if they
see weather coming on do not make for
Hopetoun, but endeavour to get away
from it as far as possible; they up
anchor and away as fast as thay can.
Unfortunately the dangers exist at Hope-
toun, and the art of man can do very
little to rectify them. The Leader of the
House did not tell us what rates were to
be imposed on this line. I thiok the
House has a right to more information as
to the rates proposed to be charged upon
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these lines, because 1 understaud that
some special arrangement is to be made.
‘When the Leader of the House is rising
to reply in regard to this matter,no doubt
he will give some explanation. Tt is
an important aspect of the question not
only for the people living there but for
the finances of the country as a whole.
With regurd to the finances of the country
I feel perfectly certain that from the
very inception this railway should be a
paying concern, because it will have a
large traffic to deal with. There is uo
doubt whatever about that.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY:
is now £5 per ton,

Horx. W. KINGSMILL: I can easily
believe that; but it cannot be taken asa
normal state of affairs, because we know
that for several months past there has
been a block at Hopetoun.

The ecarriage

Hox. F. Coanor: One train would
carry the lot.
Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I must

combat that statement. T have no doubt
the Government in their wisdom will
regulate the running of the train to meet
the traffic. [Interjection by How. T
Conxor.] T am very sorry to learn that
the hon. gentleman has doubts as to my
views on the Bill. I thought T had
made my remarks very plain. T hope I
am not damning the Bill with faint
praise; that is not my intention. My
intention is to give the Bill my most
hearly and whole-sounled support. T hope
the second reading will be passed without
a division. I would like to be enlightened
on the point T have touched on us to
what rates it is proposed to charge on
these lines, because it hias a very im-
portant bearing on the question.

How. 3. Ranperr: Suppose copper
comes down to half its present value ¥

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: The hon.
member raises the poiut that copper is a
wetal of a fluctuating value. We were
working copper at Ravensthorpe and
makiog a little money cut of it, not very
much, when copper was £60 a ton; and
that was without a railway. Even then
we could manage to exist and the mines

paid their way, so that the hon. gentle--

man will see that we can allow for a very
big margin in the price of copper.
Copper has to fall below £6U a ton, and
I venture to say it will be many years
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Lefore that comes to poss, before the
payability of this field is in question.

Hox. F. CONNOR (North) : I intend
to support the second rending; but I
would like to draw attention to the
statement made by Mr. Kingsmill, that
Ravensthorpe is the most important
vopper proposition in Western Australia.
I might draw the hon. member’s atten-
tion to the fact that in the district he
formerly soubly represented in the Tower
House, Pilbarra, there is a copper pro-
position quite as important as the one he
now supports. [ think the mine is
called the Whim Creek, and T have heard
Mr. Kingsmill speak in connection with
this mine in another place in support of
a proposition for a railway for the North-
West. I would like to have the hon.
member's elogquence and knowledge of
mining, particularly copper mining, in
support of a railway proposal for the
North-West that will come before Parlia-
ment early next session I hope, and 1
will ask him to rewember that proposi-
tion and give it the same support as he is
now giving to this proposition, though 1
think with a great deal of faint praise. In
fact I wm not sure that he did not oppose
this railway to Ravensthorpe from a cer-
tain point of view, We should not give
a silent vote on these Railway Bills. T
think we should say why we snpport
them, but T think the Government have
made u mistake in regard to their policy
of bnilding railways. They are building
the railways where the best work will not
be done for the country, and where they
will not tend for the greater development
of the State. My opinion is that the
railway to Ravensthorpe is justified, but
my honest conviction is that there are
other railways which should have been
brought before Parliament and built-
before this and other railways were even
thought of; because there are districts
where there are greater mineral deposits,
and where there is a greater area to be
developed, than the eountry of the pre-
sent. proposals before the House will serve.
I do not want to wear ont that old horse
pow almost vidden to death, the fact that
we are not paying attention to the North ;
but I must say I cannot compliment the

 Press on the reports of the remarks of

members when that question is brought
before the House, because they are not
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reported. I think it is a pity. When
members try to be of assistance not only
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" and I hope members will take notice of

to their own constituents but to the :

country at large, and take the trouble to
explain these matters before members,

these things should have the attention of

the Press. Whether it is a boycott of
the North by the Press 1 do not know,
but I kuow that speeches by myself are
hot lavourably, or fully, or fairly reported.
I do not want to attack my friend Mr.
Kingsmill, but I do wish te draw bis
attention te the fact that he said this
particular copperfield was the most im-
portant in the country. If I had the
right—but I de not suppose I have—1
would ask hin to prove to this House
the existence of a greater copper proposi-
tion than Whim Creek, or some of the
other propositions which at present exist
in the North of this State. The bon.
menober does not represent the Pilbarra
district now,

Hox. J. W, KivesmiLL: Whim Creek
18 not in that district; it is in the North-
Woest.

Hox. F. CONNOR : T assure members
that one of the greatest losses there,
which was expressed fully and freely by
the people, was the loss of the services of
the hon, gentleman as member for the
district he represented. There was almost
weeping and gnashing of teeth when Mr.
Kingsmill ceased to be the representative
of the district T am referring to, or a
portion of . I could not pass this
question without paying that compliment
to my friend Mr. Kingsmill. As far as
the railways are concerned, [ do not
think T will discuss them any move after
this, but in relation to those Bills men.
tioned in the Orders of the Day, although
1 want to say there are other railways
which take precedence of them I do not
intend to oppose any of them ; in fact if
I am in the Chamber T will give my vote
in favour of them, for the reason that
this country cannot do too much for the
dev elopmenl. of the agricultural industry
or the wineral industry. And although
it may be possible that slight mistakes in
the building of some of “these railways
may be made, still I think the policy of
the Grovernment is a good one in connec-
tion with this particular matter. I give
them credit for it, and I shall support
them. But I point out to them again,

this us the opinion not only of myself
—and my opivion is perhaps not worth
much, although I am practical avd have
been through the country and know more
about it probably that most other mem-
bers—hut the opinion also of others, that

. a mistake was made in not trying to

develop the uorthern portions of this
country, for if railways were built there
and encouragement given to the people
a great amount of good would be done.
A greater population would come to the
country, greater wealth would be pro-
duced Ly the people coming, and the
people would bo better sabisfied when
they did come. I am not going to speak
farther on these Bills except that there
may be some details; but in connection
with the Bill pow before the House T
shall support it, and I shall support any
such Bill brought forward; but I regret
exceedingly that I have not an oppor-
tunity of supportmg a line to develop the
great mineral recources I bave referred
to.

Hox. J. T. GLOWREY (South): I
shall not take up the time of the House
more than three or four minutes, but I
would like to say I had an opportunity
of making a personal inspection of
this particular district a little more
than two years ago. It was then per-
haps not so well known as it is ut the
present time. Mr Drew referred to the
return for 1901, but I would like to allude
to the return of the Mines Department
for 1900. Sovme reference has been made
to the fulling off in the copper and the
gold. That has been fully explained by
Mr. Kingsmill, therefore that should not
have any influence on the House in
coming to a decisivn on this important
railway, Reference has also been made
to the question of building this by pri-
vate enterprise, and it has been suggested
that an offer was made by someone
interested in booming the district in order
to make a certainty of some share flota-
tions. 1 um in a poesition Lo say there
are two people in Perth at the present
time prepared to undertake the construe-
tion of this railway on terms no douht
favourable to the Governwent. So far
as that field is concerned 1 will read an
extract from the report of the State
Mining Engineer, and that will conclude
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my remarks, On page 79 the following
appears :—

This refurn from the copper-bearing lodes
must be regarded as very satisfactory, con-
sidering the smail amount of work that has
been done on most of the mines to produce the
ove. The high average valne per ton is also a
good feature, particularly as the accomula-
tions of second-class ore, rejected when pick-
ing out the best stuff for sale, were incon-
siderable. This is largely due, however, to
only the richest bunches of ore being worked,
and in many of the wnines theve is a lot of low-
grade material unbroken that will require
either concentration or much cheaper smelt-
ing treatment before it can be profibably
handled. As the mines have got down to the
sulphide ore the amount of dressing ore
available has greatly increased, and no
doubt in the future a great part of the
output of the iines will in this feld,
as in most others, be poorer ore requiring
concentration. A very sutisfactory feature
about the lodes is that so far as they have

" been opened, the ore helow the oxidised zone is
almost entirely chalcopyrite (yellow copper
pyrites), and shows no sign of changing into
cupreus iron pyrites. This leads me to be
very hopeful as to the valuable ore being
persistent in depth. Ths rich hunches of
oxidized ore that have heen found near the
surface have been found also to be the result
of oxidation of copper pyrites more or less
directly, and not merely chemiecal con-
centrations. Copper pyrites is an ore which is
found persisting unchanged to great depths,
and the evidence now available seewns to me to
show that it is the ove which prevails in the
portions of the Phillips River copper lodes
that lie below the zone of oxidation.

That report of the State Mining Engi-
neer, written some 12 wonths ago, has
been more than borne out by recent
development. We know from the
developments which have been pro-
ceeding in a most energetic fashion that
time and mouney have been freely devoted
to the purpose, and I am sure they have
been of a must satisfactory character; in
fact in many cases they have oxceeded all
anticipations. At the present time there
are about » couple of thousand people on
that field and £50,000 is paid in mining
stores and wages. That information is
derived frow various sources in the dis-
trict and is supposed to be reliable. That
amount has been paid away for several
months past. That will give members
some idea of what development, is taking
place at the present time in that field. 1
do not think it is necvssury to say any
more. I hope the House will agree to
this wmotion withont a division. The °

work is very necessary, and one which | present cheap system which woulé
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I an sure will reflect credit on the
Government and the State generally. I
am looking forward myself to see the
copperficld of Norseman rival Boulder
and Kalgoorlie before two years are over,
and T am sure we will have 10,000 or
20,000 people as soon as the place is
satisfuctorily opened up and the mines
get ample labour to work them properly.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER (East):
am not much acquainted with the conntry
between Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe,
but still I have travelled in it, and T have
never formed a very favourable opinion
of it. This seems to me an undesirable
kind of line to establish, We know that
the wines are already in the possession
of capitalists. Tt does not seem to me at
all probable that the amouunt of copper
which will be produced in these mines
will be sufficient to keep that railway
going, and I think it wonld be far wiser
if the Government were to leave the line
to private enterprise instead of under-
taking it. From what I have heard of
Hopetoun it is one of the most dangerous
places for a harbour that we bave oun the
coast. and I do not think it can ever be
a desirable harbour. No doubt if vou
were to go to Hopetoun you would see on
some oceasions that there was very little
hope for yourself. From my own know-
ledge of the coast I should have thought
Starvation Boat Harbour, although not
having a very inviting name, a far safer
place to get into than Hopetoun. There
would be some chance of getting away
from Starvation Boat Harbour, which is
protected from the most severe weather
we have, that would be the westward
and northerly winds; whereas one would
not be able to get away from Hopetoun.
I cannot say a great deal with respect to
the capabilities of the mines. M. Kings-
mill could tell members a great deal
more about the miuing interests there
than T can. Butfrom what I have heard,
and judging by the facts Mr. Drew has
brought hefore the House, they are not
tvo encouraging with respect to Hope-
tonn. I would, I repeat, far rather see
the railway coustructed by private
enterprise than sec Parliament take the
risk of constructing a line of this sort.
It is not a very long line. As a rule
there can be no construction o the
not
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cost a great deal more than making a
road. T cannot say I am at all sanguine
as to the suceess of that line.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West):
Having voted against the third reading
of the Norseman Railway Bill, I should
like to say u few words. I think the
present proposition should commend it.
self to members. 1 know nothing of the
country from my own experience, but
from what 1 have heard I am of opinion
the Government cannot be wrong in
bringing forward this measure, which T
have much pleasure in supporting.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I shall not oppose the Bill, but as 1
already mentioned, the railway will in-
volve the establishment of a separate
railway workshop for constructing and
repairing. That will add coasiderably to
the expense of maintenance. I bad some
doubt about the value of the copper,
which is now at agn extraordinarily high
price, a price which I believe has not for
many years been so high as at the present
moment. But when I find Mr. Kings-
mill assuring us that the field was able to
potter along and produce copper when
the price was as low as £67 per ton, the
difficnlty is to a certain extent removed.
Another difficulty I bardly like to refer
10, but it has been referred to in some
quarters, that is, was any engagement
entered into by the Government to induce
Mr. Kaufman to purchase a mine at
Phillips River by promising him the
railway ?

Ter CoLoNIaL SECRETARY:
whatever.

Hon. G. RANDELL : So long as there
was no undertaking of that kind, and
this is a fair, bona fide, and open propo-
gition, one does not object to it. I can
only hope that if the line is constrocted
it will pay. With the barbour T have had
some acquaintance, because I think T was
the first to send a mail there when T had
the Post Office under wmy control. For some
time T had advice from the Adelaide
Steamship Company, whose boats traded
there, that it was a most dangerous bar-
bour, exposed to nearly all the gales
which blow from east, west, north, or
south. As we have heard from 3Jr,
Kingsmill to-night, the harbour is al-
most incapable of improvernent, inasmuch

None
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as the bottom, with the exception of a
alight coating of sand, is composed of
grapite. I was assured it was a most
dangerous place, and in the first instance
steamers had to land cargo in their own
boats. On one or two occasions Captain
Douglas had 4 narrow escape from losing
his vessel. There is no holding ground
and no shelter from any quarter, so far
as I know. That is the informaiion 1
received from those who used the port.

. Possibly these difficulties can be over-

" be a paying propositicn.

come by going there at certain seasons
of the year when the prevailing winds do
not interfere greatly with loading and
unloading. It iz exceedingly desivable
that the railway should be taken to a
harbour where vessels may lie with
comparative safety. I can hardly realise
that there will be a large traflic, even
with the extent of auriferous country of
which the Colonial Secretary has told us.
I presume he means that the belt is
twenty-two square miles in area. But I
think there should be little difficulty in
making it pay while copper continues at
its present bigh price.

Tar Coroniar SecreETARY : The price
is likely to reman high for years.

Hoxn. G. RANDELL: T understand
this will be a cheap railway, a sort of
modified trawmway, and therefore will
not be expensive to work. I presume it
will be a single line, probably without
loops, having one set of rails from
the port to the field. That of course
will make it cheaper still. The pas-
senger traffic cannot be heavy. Alto-
gether, I am not satisfied this will
However, 1
am not at all desirous of opposing the
railway; but considering all things, it is
very unlikely that it will pay expenses,
interest, and sinking fund. Probably
that is not intended at the outset, the
object being to develop the mineral wealth
of the district. I believe there is some
fairly good land. For a number of years
past there bave been some settlers there.
Probably there is pastoral country, where
sheep can be kept; and if so, that will be
u desirable development. Without wish-
ing in any way to discredit the line, T
may sav I think it is like some of the
other propositions we have before us—
cne that canpot he expected to be very
profitable.
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Hor. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
This is certaiuly one of the railways I
should have preferred tosee constructed by
private enterprise, mainly for the reasons
mentioned by Mr. Randell. The railway
will certainly need a separate staff and
separate control, uot being in toueh with
the wain railway system of the State;
but { have no intention of opposing the
project. I feel vur mineral wealth has
done so much for the State that we wust
take some risks, such as we are possibly
taking in passing the Coolgardie-Norse-
man Railway Bill. That mining disirict
may have great possibilities, and possibly
the Phillips River District may be equally
successful. The barbour is the difficulty,
more especially as T see we have to spend
at least £5,000 on the proposed jetty to
make landing possible aud couvenient.
But seeing the Government would have
to do something for the field by way of
road construction, and as only a moder-
ately good road can be made for £1,000
a mile, and the railway will not cost much
more, the better way out of the difficuliy
is to construct the railway. All we can
do is to pass the Bill with the eurnest
hope that all its best friends have suid
about the project, and wounld wish for it,
will be realised. lIu the circumsiances
I have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply) : I am pleased with the reception
which all save one member have given to
the Bill. Mvr. Randell said he did unot
think the railway would be a paying
proposition. I am much incdined to
differ from him there, and think it will
pay from the start. First, it is a cheap
line, and will be cheaply worked. It will
be worked under special conditions, as
all these lines will be.  The cost will be
£1,530. As to the harbour, I have
already said I am quite aware it is not a
good haven; but all the reports show,
despite what some nembers say, that the
Mary Ann Haven, now called Hopetoun,
is far away a better port than Starvation
Boat Harbour; and to take the line to
the latter port would involve construct-
ing an additional six miles. We can
arrive at no other conclusion {rom read-
g the report of the Chief Harbour
Master than that Hopeloun is vot at all
likely ever to become a good barbour,
As Mr. Kingsmill says, it cannot be
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dredged because it has a granite bottor
covered with a thin coating of sand, aw
but little can be done to deepen th
anchorage. But if ever the trad
becomes lurger, it will be far cheaper t
extend the railway to Doubtful Islan
Bay.

How. C. E. DemesTER: That woul
be very costly.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : No
I think it could be extended for anothe
£60,000 or £70,00¢; and that would b
much cheaper than trying to improve th
harbour at Hopetoun. All it is propose
to expend on that barbour is abou
£8,000, of which £5,000 will be repre
sented by jetties, sheds, and tramway:
The moorings arc already down, havip,
been shifted from Esperance, where the
were not wanted. I should like to quot
from the repurt of the Chief Harbou
Magster, Capiain Irvine, as to the tw
harbours. He says:—

Starvation Boat Harbour, situated approxi
mately 22 miles west of Hopetoun, ha
little to recommend it, heing comewhn
dangerous of approach owing to the numerou
outlying and scattered reefs. The harbou
is formed by a short projecting point of lan:
usmed Powell Point; but the point does no
project sufliciently to the eastward to affor
proteciion from the westerly sea which curl
round into the bay and causes a heavy draw
back, I wasinformed by Captain Pearson, ¢
the “ Maitland,” that on ome occasion h
sought shelter in this harbour during
westerly gale, but found that the sea rolled 1
to such an extent that he was obliged to leave
and fight his way to Hopetoun. To the east
ward there are several isolated reefs; bu
unfortunately they are so sitnated as to affor
little or no protection from easterly weathe:
This harbour is unanimously condemned by al
ghipmasters who Lave had occasion to use it
and I am afraid nothing can be done to im
prove it,

As to the Hopetoun harbour, Captaid
Irvine says:—

This harbour is formed by a double line ¢
reefs, some showing above water and other
with but a few feat over them. The harbou
thus protected is an irregularly shaped shee
ot water about one-fifth of a mile north anc
south and half-a-mile east and west, having :
depth of about 15 feet. This harbour iswel
protected ; but the trouble is the limited are:
and the shallow depth of water.

The hon. member suid there was no pro
tection.  The harboor is well protected
but the area is small. If the jetty were
extended so as to enable ships to lie ir
19 or 20 feet of water, according to the
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chart there would not be room for them |

to swing round; therefore it would bhe

impossible to get more than 12 to 15 feet !

of water.

Hox. W. KrvgsmiLL: There is nol
20 feet of water in the harbour.

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
am relying on the chart. The Chief
Hurbour Master’s report continues:—

This difficulty has now been overcome to a

great extent by the use of good stromg
lighters, each with a carrying capacity of
about 100 tons, so that vessels drawing too
mnch water to enter the inner haven can
anchor in the roads and have their cargo
lightered trom there. The outer anchorage or
roadstead it bo the eastward of the inner
hatbour, and is well sheltered to the west and
south-wcst, but it is open to all weathers to
the east of that; Hut T am informed by the
master of the “Julia Percy” that a heavy
ocean swell is not experienced here. Good
anchorage can be had in these roads from
21 feet of water upwards; and the holding
ground is said to be excellent.
The Government are therefore qmte
justified in taking the railway there ; and
speaking generally, I think the harbour
will meet all requirements for some years
to come.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

) IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3— Deviation :

Hox. W. T. LOTON: There was to be
a deviation of 10 miles on either side of
this line, which gave plenty of margin.
Had there bren no survey made, or why
should there be a margin of 10 miles?
Did the Government intend to repeat
what had been done in the case of the
line from Katanning to Kojonup, having
a uew route altogether ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clanse would give the Government the
right to deviate 10 wiles on either side.
Where development was occurring from
day to day it was desirable there should
be a deviation of 10 miles,

Hox. G. RanpeLr: The length of the
line wight be doubled.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was 2 usnal provision in building a light
line like this.

- Hon. W. T. LOTON moved an amend-
ment--

That in line 3 the word * ten " be struck out
and *“ five” inserted in lien.

[11 Decexigk, 1906.]
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Tes COLONIAL SECRETARY: Iu
new and practically unexplored vountry
it might be necessary to alter the route
| of the line. It was preferable to have a
clause of this description than that the
Government should spend a lot of money
on a permanent survey. The field was in
its infancy, and now that serious work
was being undertaken over a lavge stretch
of country, development might take place
that would warrant the line going five
miles east or west, which condition did
not exist previonsly. In the Bills passed
last year the deviation was 15 miles.

Hox. C. Sommers: In the proposed
Greenhills line, which was 20 miles long,
the deviation was 10 miles.

Hon. E. M. (LARKE: Beuring in
mind that the total length of the line
was 34 miles, it seemed utterly ridiculous
to say that the Government might take
the line 10 wiles out of a direct route
from point to point. In a line of 200 or
300 miles long it might be desirable to
deviate perhaps 25 miles, but if a rail.
way was only 10 miles and it was decided
to deviate 10 miles the line might go at
right, angles to where it was first proposed.
The clause gave authority to deviate for
one third of the total length of the line.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. D
Noes 12
Majority against ... 7
ATES, Nogs.
Hon, E, M. Clarke Hon. G. Bellingham
Hon. C. E, Dempster Houn, T. F. 0. Brimage

Hon. 4. L. Connolly
Hono.J. M, Drew
Hou. |J. T. Glowrey
Hon, J. W. Hackett
Hon. R, D, McEenzie
Hon. E. MeLarty
Hon. M. L, Moss
Hon. C. A, Piesse
Hon. C. Sommers
Hon. J. W, Langsford
(Tetler).

Amendment thus negatived ; the clause
passed.

Clauses 3, 6, 7—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment;
the repors adopted.

Hon. G. Raodell

Hon J. W. Wright

Hou, W. T, Loton
{Telter).

BILL—-DONNYBROOQE-PRESTON VALLEY
(UPPER BLACKWOOD) RAILWAY.

SECOND READING,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Connolly): In moving the
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second readiog of this Bill, I do so with

[COUNCIL.]

every confidence, becanse I believe it will .

open up a very fine extent of agricultural
land. The line has everything to com-
mend it, in regard to the quality of
the land, the c]mntc and the vwinfuil. I
regret very much, believing as 1 do that
this line will open up beautiful land, that
I have not had a more intimate know-
tedge of the whole of this country. T
have been over the line towards the
junction at Donnybrook and a few miles
away from if, but I have not had the
privilege of going up this very fine valley
“which is well known, I believe, to the

Railway Bill.

there—it is shown on the map, marke
vellow—-which was held on poison lease
It wus surrendered some little time agc

" Since that it has been inspected by th

majority of members, and is known as

the famous Preston Valley. Members
will see a good deal of information in the
stalement placed before them if thev will
refer to it. There are particulars as to
the length of the line, the distance, the
weight of rails, the grade, the curves, and
vost of construetion, etcetera. The length
of the line 1s 50 miles, and the disiance
from Fremantle to the commencerent of
the lire near Donnybrook is 144 iniles.
It will be another light railway built with
451b. rails, half-round sleepers 6t. by
6in., and the total cost is estimated at
£38,000, that is for construction, and
with rails and fastenings £32,000, a
total of £70,000, or at the rate of
£1,400 per mile. The Government con-
fidently believe this is a very liberal
estimate indeed, and they are confident
the line can be constrocted muech under
thig sum. As members know, engineers
are always careful to give an estimate on
the right side so that afterwards they
can say they did not under-estimate the
work, and so that the work shall not be
constructed for more than the estimate.
The three lines already carried out have
been constructed for-a sum of £30,000
‘less than the estimate, so that we have a
good basis to work from. Tt will also be
seen i’ the statement that a great quan-
tity of land will be opened up by this
railway, also the quantity of freight to be
taken over the line. And no unimportant
factor 1in this agricultural line is
that it will open up some verv fine
jarrab forests which will he a source
of great benefit indeed to the railway,
I would particularly like to draw mem-
bers’ attention to the fact that the rail-
way terminates at a place called Boyup
Brook. There is quite a lurge holding

lands inspector of that district, Inspecto
Thompson, and is stated to contal
46,000 acvres of first-class land and 40,00
acres of second-class, ILater on 1 wil
quute very fully from Tnspector Thomy
son’s report on that block of land, whicl
is close to the terminus wnd is availabl
for settlement. The question as to route
generally crops up with regard to thes
lines, but ib this particular instanc
there can be no argument I think as ¢
the direction the route should take. 1
certainly should take the direction 1
which it is mapped out, that is up th
Preston Valley, and is probably follow
ing good land right from the start to th
fimish. [t hus been said, and probabl
vightly so, that the original line, th
Bridgetown line, should have gone u
that Preston Valley instead of followin
the course which it did to Bridgetown,

Hon. E. McLarry: There is n
doubt aboyt that.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY :
am pglad the hon. member suys sc
becanse he has un intimate knowledge o
the country. If that was the case i1
thuse days, the case is ten times bette
to-day. Members will see from th
information before them that the popula
tion is 1,650, und that the land unde
cultivation this year is 9,000 acres, th
lang cleared 16,900 acres, and the lan
ringbarked 60,000 acres. The total are:
of land which will e within the influene
of the proposed railway is 693,000 acres
60,000 acres being first-class, 86,00
acres second-class, and 352,000 acre
third-cluss. [Interjection by Hon. J
W, Hackerr.] In reality a portion o
that land, called third-class, is not reall:
third-class land. I am told that it is first
class lund, but that it was given away—
well, T will not say given away, but take:
up under poison lease and held =
peison lease; and that being so it wouk
appear on the official records as third
class land. Tt is well known to mem
bers whao have a Lkunowledge of lunc
that poison land is very often of ver
fine quality. In addition to the ugiicul
tural land already opewed up, the lin
will open up some fine timber forests
Later on I will quote the forest ranger”
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estimate of how much this timber will
go to the acre. This will be a great hoon
indeed to the country, because at the
present time there is not, near a railway,
very much good jarrab land that is pot
held by the company known as the Com-
hine. This line will open up very fine
timber land and will enable small mill-
wwoers to enter into competition and
supply the people in that district and in
fact all over the State with good market-
able timber. The Premier has goue over
this route, in fact he has been over it
a good wany times, but he took the pre-
caution to go over it lately, aund hespeaks
in very glowing terms indeed not only of
the timber but of the agricultural land.
He is a man having a special knowledge
a8 4 surveyor, and having been born and
bred in that district his opinion should
be very valuuble in u ease of this kind,
In regard to that timber I would like to
read an extract from the report of Mr.
Hastie, forest ranger. He says:—

From the head of the Preston River the
land begins to get light, and is timbered with
jarrah and red-guin.  This jarrah country cx-
tends for about 18 miles along the proposed
route, some of which is held by timber lessees,
but most of it is virgin country,

B/Bfel:l‘ing to this timber Mr, Hastie

SdYS —

I have examined the back country from tha
head of the Preston River and tound therc a
forest of jarrah which is one of the finest [
have met with in my experience. One portion
of about ten miles long and six miles wide is
particularly valuable, and 1 estimate the
capabilities of thiz patch ai between ten and
twelve loads to the acre. Indeed, I noticed
patches of this particular belt that would
yield as high as 40 loads in the round. There
are trees that range from 60ft. to 90ft. to the
first branch, not one but hundreds.

The Premivr assures me he has seen this,
and that be can bear out the statement
made by the forest ranger, Mr. Hastie.
Apart from other considerations, such a
magnificent belt of timber would un-
doubtedly add very considerably to the
value of the line, and would help it {o
pay working expenses if not interest and
sinking fund. Thé¢ Chief Inspector or
Assistant Surveyor General (I think he
is), Mr. Brockman, estimates in this
report that the area traversed by this
line contains 1,600,000 loads of wmarket-
able timber, at s moderate computation.

(11 Decensper, 1906.]
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The timber is grown on private land, and
an arrangement bas been entered into by
the forest rauger on the part of the Gov-
ernment and the holders that they will
sell 1t at not more than one shilling per
load in the round, so they will not be
able to get u monopoly and hold out for
high prices. In vegard to the land that
will come within the influence of this
railway, I may mention that with the
exception of a few big holdings it is all
beld by small settlers. There are not
wore than a dozen, in fact not a dozen
who hold a thousand acres. The largest
holder in the district holds 4,000 acres,
this being held by Mr, Walters, and that
man is doing splendid work; so that
there will be no big estates that will
benefit by this railway at all. Sowme 450
acres are under orchard and another
1,250 acres have been cleared in prepara-
tion. These figures are only important
a8 showing what, under adverse circum-
stances, settlers can do on that land. I
do not think I need go into the pos-
sibilities of growing fruit in that par-
ticular district, for that goes without
saying. It is accepted as a fact by every
member that fruit will grow there io
perfection, and you can produce almost
all kinds of fruit and have fruit all the
vear round. Therefore I do not think it
13 necessary for me to go into these figures
and show members what a vast anount
of froit may be taken from the
different areas. There are great possi-
bilities alse in this particular district of
going in for intense grazing the same as
they have been doing in New Zealand,
growing summer crops and fattening
lambs and breeding them for export. In
this connection it is inferesting to note
that settlers own some 16,000 sheep,
every man having a small flock, few more
than 1,000. the average heing between
200 and 400 head. This is an essentially
encouraging feature. It shows how suc-
cessfully mixed farming is being prac-
tised throughout the district. In New
Zealand the swall farmers with a few
bundred sheep are the backbone of the
country, and in New Zealand the small
farmers going in for fattening lambs
produce nearly as much wealth as all our
gold. The wealth fast year in that
country in regard to sheep and lambs
was £6,000,000, which as I say was
almost equivalent to our gold yield. You
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will have in this valley an area of which
you can make the same use as New
Zealand farmers make of their land.

How. C. E. DemMpstER: The country
is not like New Zealand.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
do not say it is as good, but the hon,
member must know that this part in the
South-Western District is more adapted
tor that class of farming, intense grazing,
tban any other part of Western Aus-.
tralia; and I think the hon. member
will find that in a few years we shall
have a very flourishing industry in the
exportation of frozen lambs from that
part. It is estimated that in this valley
many farmers can keep 1} sheep to the
acre, and when holdings are properly
grassed, cleared, and fenced inte small
paddocks, there should be no difficulty in
running two sheep to the acre over much
of the country. Cultivation of artificial
grasses and fodder crops must be fol-
lowed, thus increasing the carrying
capacity of the land. Aund in this con-
nection likewise in the near future this
railway should find plenty of profitable
traffic. 1 think the mere fact that they
can grow anything like 11 or 2 sheep
to the acre speaks in a better way than I
can. Moreover, with regard to dairying,
I believe this line will open up a vast
district, and that is a very important
branch of agriculture in this State which
we need to promote. I have not the
exact figures, but when we look at the
vast quantity of dairy produce imported
into this State I think members will
agree that in opening up the South-
Western District, more particularly the
Preston-Blackwood District, we are doing
the right thing sv as to encourage dairy-
ing. With regard to the Preston, though
there are only something like 200 or 300
cows in milk at the present time, yet the
valley holds great possibilities for the
men who emwbark in the industry on
proper lines. All sorts of crops grow
prolifically, and it is safe to assuwe that
the milk industry will become of some
importapee in this distriet. Tn regard to

that particulur 97,000 acres of land to ;

which I have referred, T would like to
quote Mr. Inspector Thompson's report
of that land. He gives the pumber of
leases which correspond with the pateh
marked yellow pear the terwinus. That

[COUNCIL.]
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land has been recently resumed or for-
feited and can be cut up. e says:—

It contains about 40,600 acres of first-class
land out of the total area, and [ consider that
I bave under-estimated the area rather than
over-estimated it. The quality of this class
of land varies; in some places it is & rich red
loam, and the rest a dark sandy loam. Por-
tions of it are low-lying, and consequently
wet in winter: this is on account of the
gullies being flat and no defined water-
courses on them, and the water spreads all
over these flats which are in seme cases over
40 ¢hains wide. There wonld be po difficulty
in regard to draining as there is ample fall to
the river. A plough furrow would be sufti-
cient run down the centre of the gnlly, as the
water would there make a chazmel for itself,
The soil on these fats is chiefly a dark sandy
loam, with a good elay subscil, and would be
adapted for growing cereals, etc., and would,
in my opininn, be most suitable for dairying,
and with slight irrigation would grow root
er-ps. That splendid fodder grass paspalum
dilatatum should grow well here, as I am told
that these flats are more or lesa wet the
greater part of the summer. That this grass
thrives well in this locality is evidenced
by & plot which Mr. G. Meagher, who
holds land adjoeining, showed me, where he
has heen experimenting with this grass
on more inferior soil, and it appeared to
be firmly established and was doing well.

Members will realisc at ovce what tbis
means—a fine belt of 46,000 acres capable
of heing irrigated and growing root-
crops, an area from which a large amount
of dairy produce can be obtained. Forty-
six thousand acres may not be a very
extensive area for the growth of cereals,
but when it comes to dairying, un area of
46,000 acres is a considerable piece of
iand.  Then ke goes on to say :—

That the land in this particular part will
grow cereals to perfection has been and is
being proved year after year, for on the
Dinninap and Boyup Brooks—

That is the proposed terminus of the
line—

I have seen crops grown without any
manures quite equal to any grown along the
Great Southern Railway or in the Eastern.
Districts with manure. The land is adapted
for mixed farming, and it iz also good stock
country. For immigrants from England or
elsewhere I consider it is an ideal spot, that is
with railway communication within easy dis-
tance, for without that these districts must
remain purely grazing districts, for the follow-
ing reasons :-=(a.} Clearing : The clearing on
a large area of the firsi-class land is very
light, being blackboys and a few flooded gums,
in some cases only three or four of the latter
to an acre; the blackboys only would have tn
be cleared or chopped down, and the plough



Preston Valley

could go between and around the trees for the
first year or two. The soil also is land that
can be eastly worked.

That is an advantageous combination one
does not often find, rich land which can
be cheaply worked. Jtoften happens that
good rich land is very bard to work.

Hon. C. E. Dempster: Is there any
poison on it ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There is very little poison. In regard to
water supply be says--

There is a never-failing supply of good fresh

water in the pools which are permanent in the
Blackwood River, some of these pools being
three or four miles around them, and water
could be obiained almost anywhoro in tho back
country by sinking at a reasonable depth.
When the conntry is ringbarked most of these
flat gullies should contain water nearly all the
year round or at least be very near the sur-
face. The carrying capabilities of
this land for stock have been proved to be
equal to if not better than other lands in the
Sonth-West or Great Southern districts even
in its natural state, and tropical grasses should
grow on the wet fluts along the gullies, while
rape, cocksfoot, and other grasses would grow
on the “high lands ” adjoining.
I do not think any report could be more
favourable to country than the report
from which I have quoted. He says
farther in regard to second-class lands,
which contain another 46,000 acres : —

I am of opinion that when this class of land

is paddocked and stocked it will make good
grazing country. I was much struck with
similar © back™ country that had been ring-
barked and paddocked about five years ago at
Cundiounp, Mr. DMecagher's station. which
adjoins these lands. I knew this couniry ten
years ago in its virgin state, but it had im-
proved beyond recognition.
This goes to show how the land improves
with cultivation. He admits hmself
that after seeing the land ten years ago
and again recently when under cultiva-
tion, he did not know it as the same,
He says in conclusion:—

I have no hesitation in recommending that
this area be surveyed into paddocks of differ-
ent areas ranging from 500 acres to 100 aeres,
before selection, as I am sure a large portion
wounld be rapidly selected by local people who
know the value of the land, and who are
anxious to obtain portions of it. It 1s also, in
my opinion, land on which the department
could settle immigrants.

I dv wot think one could well expect a

better report than this inspector has given

of the particular line. I need not quote
farther. I have given all the figures

as to the land available for settlement.

[11 Decemner, 1906.]
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' This railway the Government have every
. confidence in recommending; and the
“land in the Preston Valley is koown

throughout the length and breadth of

Western Australia. The line will not
| only open up a vast area alrendy settled
or taken up, but will also make available
for settlement an extensivearea of Crown
lands. It is interesting to note the selec-
tions nnder the Land Act during the last
twelve months, pamely: Section 55,
21,475 acres; Section 56, 24,586 acres:
Section 74, 3,800 acres; Section 60, 10
acres; Section 57, 632 acres; making a
total of 50,493 acres taken up during
the last twelve montbs. There is still
within u radius of 15 miles of therailway
an area of 383,000 acres open for selec-
tion; and the area alienated within a
15-nile radius is 310,000 acres. making u
i total of 693,000 acres of land to be served.
I bave already pointed ont that the land
in this distriect is held in small areas;
that with the exception of less than a
dozen holders, no man holds more than
1,000 acres. Mewmbers will see at a
glance that o coonsiderable amount of
money will be puot into the district in
developing the land recently taken up,
and also a farther amount when the
whole is taken up.  We may fairly esti-
mate thut when a man takes up 1,000
acres, before he can get any return at all
he has to spend £500, and of course if he
is to gel anything like u decent return
and work his land properly he must
spead even a larger sum than that.
There is, I think, no aecessity for
me to say more ou this railway, which 1
bave every confidence in recommending
the House to pnss. The district is well
koown to niany members of the House,
and [ therefore formally move the second
reading of the Bill.

Honx. E. M. CLAREE (South-
West): I find myself now in a posi-
tion in which I have wished to stand
for many years, that is to advocate
in a practical way the building of & rail-
way up the Preston Valley. Mr. McLarty
has talen the wind ouwt of my suils some-
what in pointing out that the Bridgetown
line should have gone by the Preston
Valley. Mr. Hayward and myself went
ovet that line, having wvo interests to
serve ofher than the gnod of the settlers
' there and of cconomising the expenses in
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connection with the working of a rail-
way ; and we found that right away from
Donnybrook for 25 miles the grades are
as easy as can well be made. I advocated
this line years ago as mayor of Bunbury
and as one taking an interest in public
matters; and I then advocated it to my
injury, for I alienated the affections of a
number of my Blackwood friends for the
time being; but I think they afterwards
realised that in sadvocating that route 1
was right, though they were not prepared
to admit they were Wrong. We may now
expect to get this line in a short time. T
have been along the valley many times
and know nE'«Lrly all the settlers; I know
the quality of the land, I kuow some-
thing about f1u1t.-growmg, and I sav that
I know of no locality of equal extent that
will grow fruit in greater variety than the
Preston Valley. Speaking of the land
generally, it is all settled, and the whole
of it along the river is excellent. In
between the gullies are ridges containing
first-class jarrah timber, and T way say
on behalf of the Preston settlers that
they will be only too willing to dispose
of that timber at & reasonable price. I
anticipate that from the start to build
the line the whole of the eleepers required
for miles will merely have to be carted
from where they are cut at the stump to
where they are required on the line.
We have a good climate, good timber,
good land, a lot of good people—in
fact everything is in favour of the line
being constructed. Another feature of
the case is that directly the first eight or
ten miles of that line are opened there
will be that which does not ocour ou other
new lines-—timber will be bruught along
it at once, sleepers and other sorts of
timber will be cut; and [ venture the
statement—1  will ulmost stake 1wy
reputation oo it—that ne other new line
anywhere is going to pay quicker or
better than this line along the Preston
Valley. The district has been neglected
for a long time, the people have been
long-suffering, und I rejoice that now it
is certain this House, in view of the facts
stated by the Colonial Secretary, will pass
the railway which the Preston people
richly deserve. I believe those people
will rise to the occasion and do what is
expected of them by sending produce
along the line to make it pay.

[COUNCIL.]

When | growing and other purposes.
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it comes into some of the richest country
in the Upper Blackwood. ‘The greater
portion of this is held under pastoral
lease at the present time, though 1t is also
one of the best fruit-growing districts.
Apples aund all fruits of that class thrive
well ; and though I am not going to say
that it will grow oranges, 1 believe it has
been demonstrated by Dr. Hackett that
the Preston Valley is one place where
cherries will and do flourish. I havs
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill.

Howx. E. McLARTY (South-West): T
feel sure there will be no opposition to
the passing of this Bill. The informa-
tion we have had from the Leader of the
House is suflicient to satisfy members as
to the justification for this line. I have
a fairly good knowledge of the proposed
route for at all events half the distance
from Donnybrook, and I can support
Mr. Clarke as to the capabilities of the
country. 1 awmn satisfied that amoeng the
railways in these schedules those in the
South-West, combining the features of
agricultural and timber railways, will be
the fivst to pay, and te pay handsomely.
I have my apprehensions with regard to
some of the proposed railways. Where
they are to be built for the development
of one industry. T have very grave doubt
a8 to whether they are going to pay—in
fact my own opinion is that they are not;
but I have no hesitation in giving my
support to railways which will open up
agricultural lands and whicl at the same
time are capable of being turned to the
development of the country in the direction
of fruit-growing, dairying, and farming in
general. In additien, there are timber
forests to be opened up, for which there
is necessity now that so many of the
small mills are closing down, owing to
the lwck of {imber country adjaceut to
railways. This country will be taken up
with a rush as soon as the railway is put
down, so that the timber itself will justify
the construction of the railway. I am
satisfied that the line will bring about
great development. Though I have no
personal knowledge of the Upper Black-
wood country, T am satisfied fromn what
1 have heard that there is a large extent
of agricultural land suitable for grain
I wonld

the line gets through the Preston Valley | rather “the Government had, instead of
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bringing down the Bill to give 50 miles
of rmlway to the Preston Valley. made
the railway through the Preston Valley
for 30 miles and given the other 20 miles
for a railway from Pinjarrah towards
Marradong.
been done to both places.

Hon, J. W. Hackerr: A railway for
30 miles would not open up the Upper
Blackwood country.

Horv. E. McLARTY: I helieve the
Government, did intend to do something
to open up the magnificent forests along
the Marrudong route; but an agitation
was gol up in Bunbury recently that the
opening up of that route would be detri-
mental to the interests of Bunbury, I
have never heard a wmore parochial or
more miserable view expressed. 1 con-
tend it would do nothing of the sort.
The opening up of that country
would bring tunber to the South-Wes-
tern Railway, and as the junction would
be about midway between Fremantle
and Bunbury, ne doubt the greater por-
tion of the ttmber wounld go to Bunbury
for shipment. Of course the Govern-
ment cannot do evervthing at once. I
suppose they have given these matters
due consideration, and possibly they have
arrived at the conclusion that it 1s ad-
visable to tap the Upper Blackwood
country at once and get to the goed land.
It is no doubt better lnnd than between
the Preston Valley and Blackwood. Per-
haps the Government are doing the right
thing, but I feel confident they will do
justice to the other parts when the time
arrives. 1 can only say from my know-
ledge of the country tbat 1 awm sure it
will Jead to a great deal of settlement. I
have perfect confidence that the railway
will be a paying one, that it will pay for
its working, and that it will pay in-
directly from the amount of settlemest

[11 Deceneer, 1906.7

Then justice would have -
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BILL—GREENHILLS-QUAIRADING
RAILWAY.

SECOND BEADING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
Hon, J.D.Connolly)in moving the second
reading said: It seems to me that if I go
on a little longer T am certain to be quite
an adept in introducing railway Bills.
We are rather, as I may put it, ** shandy-
gaffing.” In the first place, we have had

. two mining vailway Bills, then we had

ah agricultnral vailway Bill, and now we
huve another agricultural railway Bill, so
that we keep things fairly balanced. [
hope agricultural members will not be
offended because I took the two mining
Bills first, instead of takiog them alter-
nately. I do not think it is necessary
for me to go into many details over these
light railways, because a considerable
amount of information is afforded to
members in the sheets placed before
thems. This is not a new railway, ina
sense. It is not a mew spur line, but is
simply an extension of the existing York-
Greenhills Railway for 30 miles. The
comiencement of the line is 102 iniles
from Fremauntie. It will be constructed
on the cheap principle adopted right
through these light lines; that is to say,
it will be built with 451b. rails and balf-
round sleepers. The cost is sét down:

© formation, £16,000; rails and fastenings, -

£18,500; total, £34,5600. The average
cost per mile will be £1,050. Members
can accept these figures as being accurate
and can rest assured that the cost will
not exceed the figures quoted; in fact, 1
aw prepared to say that we err on the
side of liberality, because we have the
examples of the three lines just com-
pleted. Thes have been completed under

, these figures, and there are no more

that will be nduced along the ronte. 1 -

am confident there will be no opposition
to the Bill, und I think it is unnecessary
to delay the question. Therefore T have
the preatest pleasure and contidence in
supporting the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopled.

Read a third time, and passed.

engineering difficulties in conaection with
this railway than in connection with the
lines constrocted. Members will also
see in the figures stated the amount
of land that will come under the in-

. fluence of the railway and thatiglikely to

come under crop. I may draw attention
to the average yield of the district,
which is stated at 19 bushels. Itisa
very respectable vield indeed, and if a
district can maintain an average yield of
19 bushels, members will agree it is well
deserving of a railway. There are no
large estates which this line will serve.
Members will see that the total area held
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in large estates is 48,000 acres, held by
five holders. They cannot be said to be
very large estates, with an average of
between 9.000 and 10,010 acres. The
other land s in small holdings, in wmost
cases not exceeding a thousand acres.
Members for the Eastern Province are
no doubt aware, and U dare say others
have heard, that there has been in this
particular case vather a battle as to which
direction the line should take. T do not
know whether members for the East
Provinece have any particular views on
the point, but I think members will
agree with me thut the right route has
been adopted. The principal reason for
adopting this route 1s that it will open
up a greater acreage of good country
than the other suggested route. However,
one special reason for the choosing of
this route is that it is to extend the York-
Greenhills Ralway. To the present
that railway has not been a good
paying proposition, becanse it is so short
and working expenses nre rather heavy.
It is anticipated that with the extra
length of 30 miles, the working expenses
will not be much more; and though the
line has not paid in the past, it 1s
anticipated that with the extension it will
pay iun the future. Certainly it is a
better proposition to add another 30
. miles to a railway when the extension
will be served with the rolling-stock and
railway officials now employed on the old
railway, than to build a separate branch
from the main line that would need sepa-
rate rolling-stock and separate officials.
Of the two routes I have mentioned, one
is known as tbe Burnett route and the
other as the Brockman route. The
former terminates some five miles north
of the terminus now suggested. The
Burnett route would bring the terminus
to & point nearer the Eastern Goldfields
line. T have threc reports from which I
may read later, by Mr. St. Bare Moore,
the land inspector of the Avon district,
by Mr. Brockman, and by the inspecting
surveyor, Mr. Muir. Some 210,000
acres within the influence of the railway
have already been alienated, and there
are five holdings on which substantial
progress has been made, while numerous
others are being rapidly developed. On
tbe other line some 200 holdings, carry-
ing a total population of 750 people, have
been taken up. By far the larger pro-

[COUNCIL)]
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portion of these lines within the influence
of the railway is held by small farmers.
An area of 12,000 is already under culti-
vation, und the estimated yield of
produce this vear is 4,000 tons. That
quantity is now being produced along the
route of the line. Next year, it is con-
fidently anticipated at least 20,000 arces
additional will be under cultivation, and
the toutal of the produce will rise to
12,000 tons. I shall now refer briefly to
the reports I have meuntioned,

Hon. G. RavpeLL: Do you know how
far the farthest point of this line ig
from the juuction with the Eastern Rail-
way P

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think 45 miles. Mr. Muir reports :—

I have carefully studied the routes recom-
mended respectively by Messrs Brockman and
Burnett, and consider that, on the whole, Mr,
Brockman’s is the better, as having for ita
objective the exceedingly and consistently
good area of large extent which the Beverley-
Caroling road traverses to the southward of
Dangin, and the present conditions of settle-
ment which are illustrated by the chavt
attached.

Thoese are also shown on the maps hung
on the walls of this Chamber.

Of course in expressing this opinion I have
probable future developments in view also.
The line should, however, I beg to submit, run
as neariy as possible due east a8 far asthe N.E.
corner of cancelled P.P.R. 8/175, thus follow-
ing Mr. Burnett’s route thus far, and then
turn south on to Mr. Brockman’s line at about,
four miles east of Warraling. But I awm
advised by the engineers that this is an
impractible course on account of grades. This
heing so, and the fact is very much to be
regretted and a serioue one for the district,

. the main point to have in mind is the opening
. up of the belt I have alluded to iz paragraph

2, which is what Mr. Brockman's line would
do. As a slight alteration of Mr. Brockinan’s
line I beg to recommend that it should touch
the new Yeakaline fownship. My reasons for
making this suggestion are that—(e.) this
station would be on a main read; (8.} the line
would then more centrally serve the rich belt
above-mentioned; (¢.} the line would also
serve the very important settlement on the
Morbining gally; {d.) as regards road access
to the new line, this question would be greatly
simplified ; (e.) surrounded by good land and
situated on a railway, Yeakaline would become
a thriving township.

I have a great deal wore inforination
here; but I think hen. members will he
satisfied that the right route has been
chosen, and I regard it as unnecessary to
enter into details. I believe that hon.
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members generally, and especially the
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members for the district concerned, \nll !

agree that the proper course is proposed
in extending un existiog line rather than
constructing a new branch line. I have
pleasure in moving the second reading of
the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I¥ COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

Received from the Legislative
Assembly: Health Act Amendment,
Roads and Streets Closure, Mines Regu-
lation.

LAND TAX BILL (To Imrose a ‘Lax).

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Corowiar Secre-
Taky, the Land Tax Bill (2e. unfinished)
was discharged from the orders of the
day.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
AMENDMEXT.

SECOND READING.

Resumed from the 4th  December,
Hox. J. T. Growrey in charge of the
Bill.

Hox. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I have given some attention to this Bill,
which was 1otroduced by a private
member; and I cannot forbear ex-
pressing the opinion that it is the
kind of Bill which ought bot to be
introduced here. I hope to show that
hon. members will be justified in reject-
ing the measure. It is legislation of a
class of which in my ofpinion we have
had during the last few years a great
deal too much—legislation restricting
and limiting the following of the busi-
nesges of vavious people. That so far
as [ see is the particular object aimed
at. The hen member (Mr. Glowrey) in
introducing the Bill made use of certain
expresstons regarding persons engaged in
this business. He spoke of their recelv-
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ing fabulous suns for their services from
the persons who applied to them in order
to secure servants ou the one hand or
employment on the other. I do mot
know of course what the hon. member
weans by a fabulous sum. The term
is one we generully associate with
thousands of pounds; but such figures I
take it will ot apply in this case.
But my objection is that this Bill will
bamper and interfere with the pursnit
of & lawful husiness already subject to
severe restrictions by the Act of 1897, to
the principal features of which I will
draw altention. First, every employ-
ment broker has te be licensed. A
register has te be kept by the clerk to
the magiatrates, and also by the employ-
ment broker, and the latter register has
to be open at all reasonable times for in-
spection by the officers appointed for the
purpose. Any transgression of that clause
renders the broker liable to a fine of £10.
Like an hotel-keeper the broker bas to
apply to the magistrates for a license, and
the application must be in accirdance
with o form provided inthe Act. The
broker has to pay an application fee and
a license fee, and the license must be re-
newed annually at a cost of £5. Mem-
bers have perhaps received a circular
trom several ladies engaged in this busi-
pess, who say that the license fee in the
Eastern States is only 10s. a year. 1 do
not know that personally ; but the fee in
this State is certainly a heavy burden en
a small business. The broker has to give
14 days’ notice to the clerk to the magis-
trates, and the notice has to be affixed on
the outer side of the door of the hroker's
premises, ahd tbe clerk must affix it on
the door of his office. Seven days' ootice
of the application has to he given in the
newspapers, the object being to notify any
person who may wish to object to the
granting of the license. If no obhjection
is upheld, the license is obtainable. Ob.
jections to the granting or the renewing
of u license may be made in open court.
The applicant or his agent wust attend
at the application ; aad the magistrates
may refuse the license for any good cause.
The broker Lias to keep books: a register
in which eptries must be made of all fees
charged, and the names and addresses of
the employers and ewmployees whom the
broker may bring together; and he must
keep a record of the engagements made
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between his customers in the course of
the year, und must give a copy of the
same whenever demanded. These are
the salient features of the existing Act,
and if they are not restrictive enough
I do unot kunow what is. Yet we must
bhave a Bill introduced here to impose
farther restrictions on those unfortunate
persons engaged in what is, so faras 1
know, a right and proper business,
certainly a business recognised by law,

How, M. 1. Moss: DMosi of those
engaged ib it are poor women.

Hox. G. RANDELL: I can speak
from knowledge of one who is highly
respectable, and other members know
brokers who have signed the letter which
we have received. These brokers are
esteemed highly by employers who seek
their services, and in my opinion their
duties are properly performed. I think
it entirely wromg to impese farther
restrictions and limitations on persons
who are carrving on businesses which in
many instances have been purchased. I
know of one pnrchased recently, for what
price I cannot say. The Bill seems to
introduce a most objectionable creature
—au informer, who is to receive portion
of the fines or other financial penalties
imposed on a broker upon the informer’s
information, and perhaps owing to a trap
laid by the informer. By Clause § the
court may award all fines and penalties
to the informer. Perhaps the member
who introduced this Bill here did it as a
friendly action to the member who
introduced it in ancther place; but I
think we hkave a right to expeect from
the introducer here (Hon. J. T. Glowrey)
sowe information as to the necessity for
the Bill. IfI rightly remember his ex-
planation, he did ot wive us any. A very
severe penalty is sought to beimposed for
charging fees other than those in. the
scale which has to be exhibited. For
the first offence the penalty is £10, and
for every subsequent offence £20, to be
recovered as provided by Section 21 of
the principal Act. Buta magistrate may
take away the license of any broker who
offends against the provisions of the Act
now in existence ; hence thereis not much
probability of a second offence being
eommitted. As a farther provision, a
broker guilty of a second offence shall, on
conviction, incur a fine not exceeding
£50, or may be imprisoned with or with-

[COUNCIL.]

Bill, second reuding.

out hard labour for three years. T do
not intend to suy more than that I think
the Bill is entirely uncalled for; and I
hope members will realise that persons
following this cceupation are already
placed under restrictions severe and
strinzent enough. However, Parliament
in its wisdom enacted the existing Act of
1897, which is the law of the laud; butI
hope members will see it is in the last
degree undesirable to impose farther
restrictions on employment brokers. I
do not purpose moving a six-months
amendment, but shall content wmyself
with voting against the second reading.

Hox. J, W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : The information Mr.
Randell has given us has cleared our
views on this Bill, which is evidently a
measure to abolish private labour
agencies; because Clause 7, as I read it,
empowers the Government to prescribe
the fees to be charged. Not onlyis a
list of the fees to be posted up, but the
scale is to ba prescribed by the Govern-
wment, who will prepare a scale which will
wholly abolish these private agencies,
and give the Government Labour Bureau

a monopoly of the business. This seems
to be the object of the Bill.
How. G. Rawnperrn: It 18 not a

Government Bill

How. J. W. LANGSFQORD: No; but
that will I think be ils effect. Surely
this is the first attéwpt made by a Bill to
authorise the Government to fix the fees
charged in private businesses In no
other department of private work have
the Government attempted lo say what
fees shall or shall not be charged. For
work done by the Government, fees are
stipulated, but I do not imow of any pro-
vision made for interfering withk this or
any other private business. We shall
next have a Bill to fix the fees of luwyers
and doctors, and of all other profussional
men. That might be a useful measure
on which we could profitably employ our
time; but as this is the first step in that
direction, and as the session is drawing
to a close, in view of the paucity of in-
formation we have had I think it will be
wise to let the Bill rest for this vear.

How. J. T. SLOWREY (in reply as
mover) : I think Mr. Randell has formed
a wrong impression as to the object of
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the Bill, which I can assure him is not '

intended to inflict any injustice on
emnployment brokers.

Hox. G. RaxperL: That is not their
opinion,

Hox. J.T. GLOWREY: I have read
their objections, and every one of them
cau readily be answered. As to the
license fees, they say only 10s. is charged
:E another Sta,te, whereas the fee here is

3.
State regulations are made by
Government fixing the scale of charges.
1 maintain that 1s necessary, for often
the wage the emplovee is to receive is
left by the employer entirely at the dis-
cretion of the employment hroker; and
in almost every case the fee is determined
by the wage paid. If the servaut is
engaged at £3, £4, or £5a week, as
frequently h.mppens, the broker receives
one-half the first week's wage; therefore
it is to the broker's advantage to make
the wage as high as possible. For this
reason it is necessary to have some
regulation fixing a scale of fees. That
regulation has worked well elsewhere,
and I do not see why it should not work
well Lere.

Hon. M. I.. Moss: It will be a good
thing for the servant to get bigh wages.
I do not suppose be will object to paying
the fee.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY: But as a
result of the presenf system a servant is
often sent to » position carrying a high
wage, to perforw duties be is quite unable
to carry out; and the employment broker
receives a high fee for sending ont an in-
competent servant.,

How. C. E. DeupsTER: The employer
can withhold his consent.

Howr. J. T. GLOWREY: Certainly
not. The salary or the wage is often
left to the broker. The information I
gave when introduciog the Bill T know
was somewhat meagre, because I had
only just had the measure handed to me,
and I did not fully explain the clauses.
T know the object of the Bill is to afford
protection to the employer and the em-
ployee, but I cannot see for the life of
me where it will infliet any bardship on
the employment broker. It places on
him certain restrictions. He shall ex-
hibit a scale of chargea; but there can be
no objection to that, so that when the
employee goes into the office he will know
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what fees he or she may have to pay.
To Clause 5 of the Bill 1 am quite

. willing to have some amendment made,

That is quite true; but in that °
the

to meet the views of members.

Hox. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan) :
I am sorry to have to speak after the
member ju charge of the Bill hus replied.
I do oot think there is any necessity for
the measure at all. The employvment
brokers under the existing Aect have
fairly stringent conditions to comply
with., I do notthink there is any nrgent
demand for the Bill. The brokers have
a scale of e¢harges which seem to be rea-
sonable. Attention has been drawn to
the fuct that the license paid by licensed
brokers in this State is £5, whereas in
another other State it is 10s,

How. J. T. GuoweEey:
much higher fees here.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: After the first
week’s work and in o permanent sitnation
where keep is provided the amounts are
not large, considering the brokers have
topay for advertising, telegrams, postages,
and other charges. Then the employment
brokers in the State are brought into
competition with the Government. The
Government Labour Burcau, which was
brought inte existence to find work
for men out of employment, such as
farm bands and navvies, and people
arriving in the Staie practically peomi-
less, now finds waork for other people.
The bureau bas gone farther, and
now advertises with Governmment money
sitnations vacant, and 1 wunderstund
it goes so far as to advertisc for
governesses, and even to advertise for
musical barmatds. I do not think the
Bill is required at the present time, and
I shall vote against the secend reading.

Question put, and negatived on the
voices.

Bill thus defeated.

They get

BILL—JANDAKOT-ARMADALE
RAILWAY.

BECOND READING.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. I, Conoolly) in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is to
authorise the construction of a short line
from Jandakot to Armadale, and the
length of the line as members will see on
referring to the statement before them ig
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10 wmiles. The distance from the com-
meucement of the line to the terminal
point at Fremantle is nine miles, so that
the full length of the line is 194 miles.
This is o change from the lines which we
have been cousidering recently. It is not
a light development line but un ordinary
standard railway, to be constructed with
58lb. rails and ordinary sleepers 7 x 9
x 4. The construction will be more
expensive.
£18,000, or £1,756 a mile.

little traffic.

[COUNCIL.]

This 10} wiles will cost .

Bill, second reading.

should junction at Armadale, T am not
prepared to say altogether the present
line was a good proposition to Jandakot,
but that is beside the question now. The
line has been constructed to Jandakot
and certainly it ia a' senseless proposition
to leave it there; and it is believed and
confidently expected that by extending
the line to junction with the South-Wes.
tern Railway it will become a payable
proposition. It will also take a great

Camount of traflic off the South-Wes-
How. G. Rawperr: It will carry a |

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY: -

Yes; and what traffic it will carry will
be heavy; timber and farm produce.
The proposal to connect Fremantle with
the South-Western Railway came before
the country many years ago, and on
December 8Bth 1903 the Minister for
Works in the James Government intro-
duced a Bill for the construction of a
line from Owen's Anchorage, the ultimate
object being to extend it to junction with
the South-Western line at Armadale
or Mundijong, the termination at the
time being Jandakot. A good deal of
controversy took place from time to time
as to where the junction should be,
whether Armadale or Mundijoug. The
matter was referred by the present Gov-
ernment to three gentlemen, the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, the Commissioner of Rail.
ways, and the Surveyor General, and
instructions were given to them to report.
They were told that the Government had
decided to extend the line to connect with
the South-Western Railway, and they
were asked to make a recommendatiou as
to where the junctior should take place,

and they recommended the junction at |
Armadale at the point named in the Bill. -

I will read the reports later on.

Hown. E. McLarty: A great mistake,
too.

Tue COLONTALSECRETARY : The
(Covernment did not feel themselves com-
petent to judge, and I think the mem-
ber will agree they took the right course
in referring the matter to three experts;
the Engineer to report from an engineer-
ing point of view, the Commissioner for
Railways from a traffic point of view, and
the Survevor General from a lund point of
view. The opinion of these three geatle-
men, which Ido not think we shall go very
far wrong in following, is that the line

tern line, export traffic such as timber,
and later on a good deal of fruit
and farm produce, and take it direet to
Fremantle and save—I am not quite sure
of the distance—I think 11} odd wmiles of
railage, not to speuk of relieving the
Perth station-yurd of much traffic which
is coptinually becoming congested, the
yard from time to time having had to be
extended. As Perth grows undoubtedly
the trafic will grow, and vnless relief is
afforded in that direction owing to the
increased tratlic taking place from year to
year on the South-Westeru line further
extensions will bave to be made to the
Perth vard; so that this line not only
saves 111 odd miles of railage——

Hox. W. T. TLoron: It will save about
14: miles of huulage.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Moss or Captain Laurie would be able to
give ug the exact distance. If the line
had junctioned at Mundijong 30 miles
would bave been saved, but now the line
will save 20 miles railage. It is con-
fidently expected that this line will be a
payable proposition becauge all the tmber
traflic from the South-West for export
will come by this route, and save the
railage of heavy stuff like timber which
is & very serious consideration. Practi-
cally the whole of the Jandakot Area has
been taken up withiu a three.mile limit.
On cach side of the line 680 acres are
under cultivation and it is estimated that
a farther 6,000 acres will be under culti-
vation as soon as the railway is con.
structed.  The chief industries are
market gardening, pig, poultry, and bee
farming.  Members seem to have a
difference of opinivn as to the question
of route, and I tuke it this is the only
question members will care to speak
about. I think there is no question that
this line ought to be built, seeing that

_ the line has been constructed to Jandakot
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which is certainly an unpayable proposi-
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tion and likely to remain so nnless joined

on to the wmain line.
reasou for building the 10} miles. With
regard to the route, the Engineer-in-
Chief says as follows :—

I would point out that by the adoption of
the Jandakot-Armadale route:—(a) There
would be a four-miles saving in comstruction
work. (b) There would consequently be o
saving of £11,300 in capital cost, representing
a saviny in interest and sinking fund &t five
per cent. of £565 per annpum. (¢} There
would be a saving in maintenance of four
miles of line estimated at £260 per annum.
(d) A greater number of small holdings on
the Jandukot Ares would be served. (e) Therc
would be un estimaterd gross revenue of £2,000
per annuw in excess of that on the Mundijong
ronte owing to six miles extra traffic haul to
Fremantle by this route—29% miles as against
234 miles approximately.

That is the distance saved. He goes on
to say :—

Should an extension of the proposed line
from the South-Western Railway towards the
Great Southern or Collie-Narrogin Railways be
at any time undertaken, then from careful
investigation made by tbe Inspector of
Engineering Surveys, whose report is attached
(Appendix “E"”) and plan P.W.D, W.A,
12048, it will be noticed that the most favour-
able route is that which, starting from Arma-
dale, follows the valley of the Wongong and
joins the Collie-Narrogin Railway at Williams,
making a total distance from Fremantle of 104
miles.

Members will take notice of that, and no
doubt. in the future there will be a line
exiended from the Sonth-West to open

up the very fine country porth of Pin- ported on the relative capabilities of the

jarrah to the Willlams and junctioning
with the Collie-Narrogin line.

Hon. E. McLarty: It isonly a lunatic
who would talk like that.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is the vpinion of the Engineer-in-Chief.
The hon. member can talk in that breezy
fashion if he likes. The line will open
up jarrah forest, enabling people to get
timber within 233 wiles less railage to
the port of shipment. The report goes
on to say :— '

By the adoption of the Jandakot-BMundijong
line there would be—(a) A saving of six
miles in freight distance to Fremantle as
against the Armadale proposal (23] miles as
against 20§ miles). (b) An estimated saving
to the public of £2,000 per annuem in freight
owing te “a (¢} A serving of a greater
acreage of land (41,476 as against 27,246),
though ahout 50 per cent. of this acreage is
held in two large blocks.

This is sueffictent ~
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If that were not a most important con.
sideration it would open up two lurge
blocks, whilst the holders of land on the
Jandakot - Armadale route are small
holders : —

From the foregoing facts, therefore, it ap-
pears that the advantages are in favour of the
construction of the Jandakot-Armadale exten-
sion, more particularly if the question of de-
partmental gain or loss is to decide the route,
as the saving in Jength to be conslructed,
capital cost, and maintenance, with greater
distance of haul for tealic purposes, makes
this the more payahie proposition.

Hon. members will observe that tle

. Engineer-in-Chief is emphatic on the

peint that the route should he from
Jandakot to Armadale.

On the other hand if the saving in freight
and traffic distance to the general public is to
govern the situation, then of course the
Jandakot-Mundijong route should be adopted;
but personally I cannot recommend this course.
1 do not think I mneed eay anything
farther. If additional information is de-
sired as to either the voute or the neces-
sity for the line, I shall be glad to afford
it in reply or during the Committee
stage.

How. E. McLARTY (South-West):
It is not my intention to oppose the
second reading of the Bill, hecause I re-
cognise that the work already done and
money already expended will be abso-
lutely wasted. unless there is an extension
to somewhere. At the same time, T do
not agree with the experts who have re-

two routes. It is, of course, correct that
the Armadale line is shorter, and in that
respect its adoption represents a saving
on the cost of the other ronte; but if the
line is justifiable at all, it is justifiable
in order that the traffic on the South-
Western Railway may be relieved; that
timber, coul, and other preducts of
the South-Western district may be con-
veyed by the shortest route, the most
direct route, to the shipping port of Fre-
mantle. That being the only object to he

. gained, as that object can be gaived only

by the construction of an additional four
miles or so of railway, the Government
would, in my opinion, have been fully
justified in junectioning at Mundijong
rather than at Armadale.

Tre CoLoniaL SECRETARY: Six miles
additional would he required.



3680 Jundako! Railway

Hon. E. McLARTY : That extra con-
struction will mean a saving in haulage
for all time of about six miles between
the South-Western producing districts
and Fremantle—six miles to be suved by
junctioning at Mundijong instead of at
Armadale. That is a most important
consideration. The primary object to be
kept in view is that we should save six
miles of haulage. The suggestion thut
the Armadale line would eveutually be
extended to the Williams River will
appear as an absurdity to any member
possessed of knowledge of the country,
or knowledge of the geography of
Western Australia generally. Inthe first
place, the timber country eastward from
Armadale has all been cut out - I refer
to the Cauning Mills areas and the large
concession of Jarradale. Those forests
are exhausted ; there is nothing more to

cut at, and the country itself is only iron- ,

stone. Not one single argument can be
adduced in faveour of extension from
Armadale towards the Williams River.
Doubtless the country referred to will
eventually be traversed by a railway—I
hope before many years have elapsed—
but no one who knows the country us I
and other members know it would dream
for one moment of supporting a line from
Armadale towards the Williams. T am
glad, however, that the Government have
decided to complete this railway, which is
now a white elephant staring us in the
face. Those 9f miles from Fremautle
terminating at Forrest, Hall

Meuser: It will be a whiter elephant
when this is finished.

Hon. E. McLARTY: I do not think
0. The Fremantle-Jandakot Railway is
in my opinion another example of the
mistaken policy of constructing railways
by day labour. I understand the line,

running through sandy country, cost

£4,600 per mile. Undoubtedly, if con-
structed by contract, the line would have
cost nothing like that money. At pre-
sent [ should be afraid to ask the Leader

of the House the earnings of the Fre-.

mantle-Jandakot Railway : they ave simply
njl. Therefore justification exists for
extension to some part of the Socuth-
Western Railway. I have no opposilion
to offer, but I must express my emphatic
opinion that a mistake has been made in
not extending the railway to Mundijong,
thus reducing the railage from the South-

[COUNCIL.]

‘in agricultural districts.
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Western Districts to their port, Fre-
mantie, by six miles for all time. I have
pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing, but I feel bound to enter my protest
against the point of junction selected.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (Secuth): I
rise with some rveluctance, because I
believe in the policy of building rail-
wuys wherever reasonable grounds are
to be found for their construction
Railways will
be i1he means opening up our
agricultural areas. I am alsec an ad.
herent of the same principle as regards
railways in approved auriferous belts.
In this particular c¢ase, however, I hope
a few facts at my disposal will convince
the House of the unwis@dom of the con-
struction of the line now proposed, at all
events at the present time. Farther, I
say without fear of contradiction that if
the Jandakot Railway is to be extended,
Armadale is the wrong place for june-
tioning. The Leader of the House in
introducing the measure clearly stated—
and the statement is confirmed by Mr.
MecLarty—that the present line is a white
elephant. It has not in any way been
shown, however, that the farther exten-
sion will not prove a farther white
elephant ; because the country which the
existing line traverses consists of nothing
but sandhills, lzkes, and clay-pans, while
the proposed extension traverses country
of exactly similar character. T do not
think that statement will be or can be
contradicted. There ave no reports be-
fore the House to show that there has
been any production from the land, as
far as it is opened by the existing line;
and from information I can gather I am
led to believe that the revenue derived

of

i from the existing line amounts to between

£5 aud £10 per week. I say unhesi-
tatingly it is a monstrous thing to expend
£26,000 or £27,000 for the sake of a
revenue of £35 or £10 per week. I donot
know the exact figures, but I challenge
contradiction of the substantial accuracy
of the figures 1 have given. Ifit had been
proved that the construction of this line
was necessary in order to relieve traffic
on the Perth-Bunbury line, I should be
indeed pleased to support the Bill
Farther, I desire to draw hon. members’
attention to the fact that a duplication
of the section from Perth to Armadale
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has but recently been completed at
a cost, of some £70,000. In face of this,

once more it is a monstrous thing for |

the House to pass farther large authorisa-
tions for another work of the kind. No
reason whatsoever has been given by the
strongest supporiers of the measure. On

the other hand, [ hope that before I sit |

down I shall have been able to advance
convineing reasons why the work shonld
be left in abeyance. Hou. members must
bear io mind that this is not a light line.
The 9; miles already constructed have
cost. £27,000.

THe CovoniaL Secrerary: The cost
of the extension is £18,000.

Hown, J. T. GLOWREY : The section
of 6 miles 46 chains taken over by the
department last April eost, according to
the official figures, £4,620 per mile, The
proposition now is to build an extension
on the same basis.

Tre CovronNtan Secrerary: No; the
cost. was £1,756 per mile.

Hon. M. L. Moss : That is a reflection
on the department.

How. J. T. GLOWREY : In the case
of a bona fide railway proposal, where it
can be shown that guod results would
accrue, the hon. member interjecting is
most strenuous in his opposition; but
where there is a white elephant, as ad-
mitted by Mr. McLartyr, and it is
proposed to wake another white ele-
phant——

Hon, W. Kixesming : A perfect col-
lection of wild animals.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY: I do not
know when the line from Fremantle to
Jandakot was first proposed, but I
believe one of the arguments used in its
favour was that it would bring gravel
from Armadale to Fremantle at cheap
cost. However, as previously intended,
I have no objection whatever to the line
if it is necessary in order to relieve
traffic on the main line to Bonbury. In
thut case, however, I maintain that the
proposed terminus is wrong, and that

|
;
!
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Mundijong or Serpentine, or various

other points on the South-Western Rail-
way would have afforded a more advan-
tageovus junction. [Severalinterjections.}
If members will refer to a small book
sold by the West Australian Government
Railways, they will find that it is pro-
posed to carry thiz extension to the
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highest point on the rilway line between
Perth and Bunbury.

Hox. M. L. Moss : That is not 150 feet
ubove sea-level.

How. J. T. GLOWREY: No; but
close on it. Hon. members know what a
steep grade imeans, and there is no
ogeasion for it in this case. An easier
grade offers, and why not accept it. Evi-
dently there cannot be many warket
gardeners iu the vicinity of the present
line, which has been open for some time,
I am willing to ufford all reasonable in-
ducement towards land settlement, but T
am not willing to build such a railway as
the Fremantle-Jandakot line to earn a
revonue of £5 or £10 per week.

How. G. Ranpenn: Those people were
induced to settle there by t‘}ﬁ- Govern-
ment.

Hon. J. T.GLOWREY : Dealing with
the line from an engineering pomnt of
view, I shall now read an eztract from
the Report of the Government Railways,
which the Colonial Secretary omitted to
read :—

The present section is understood to be part
of a proposed connection from a point on the
South-Westera line to Fremantle. The ques-
tion of route was referred by the Government
to a committee consisting of the Engineer-in-
Chief, the Surveyor-General, and myself, for
raport. The committee reported on the 10th
August 190G that the line having apparently
been decided upeon, the best route would be
the one involving the least capital cost and
interest, and therefore on that account the
Armadale route should be adopted.

That is a terribly strong report.

At 630, the PresipenT left the Chair,
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

How. J. . GLOWREY : No argu.
ments whatever which would justify this
expenditure have been advauced in sup-
port of the Bill; and if it is argued that
any extension of the present line should
be to Armadale, I think I can convince
members that it will be unwise indeed
for this House to pass the Bill at the
present time. I notice from the infor-
mation supplied in connection with the
proposal for the construction of this line
that the Government estimate the amount
of traffic at 46,600 tons. I would like to
ask where that traffic is to come from, if
it is not to come from the main line
which has just been duplicated at a cost
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of about £70,000. I ask members tn
consider in all seriousness whether it is
wise, after spending £70,000 in this
duplication, to embark on a farther ex-
penditure of £17,000 or £20,000 in the
construction of a line, the only reason
that can be advanced io support of which
is that it will rob another existing railway
of portion of its iraffic.

Tae CoLoniaL Secrerary : That dup-
lication was undertaken for passenyer
traffic; this is for goods traffic.

How. J. T. GLOWREY : But the pre-
senf line is capable of carrying both, I
am certain. I presume the argument
that will be set up will be that the line
wmay be required—I say it is not required
—for the timber traffic on the wain line.
If that is contended, then I say the junc-
tion at Armadale is not the best one. As
I said before, Mundijong or Serpeutine
should be the junction selected. I donot
suppose it will bedenied that the traffic will
come {rom the south; and I would peint
out to members that it will be necessary to
haul all that heavy traffic up to Arma-
dale. Mewmbers who have even a slight
knowledge of railway engineering and
the expenditure connected with the run-
ning of railways will admit that the
grade is always an importunt factor in
the running of heavy trains. I wish to
bring under the notice of members some
facts which I think will convince them
beyond any doubt that Armadale is not
a suitable site for the junction. Wongong
is two miles south of Armadale, und there
is a rise between the two points of 33ft.,
which means that in the short distance
of two miles trains have to be lifted up
33ft. As T have pointed out, Armadale
is 179ft. above sea-level, Mundijoug is
only 128ft. ; a difference of 51ft. in favour
of Mundijong. This is important, and
is alone sufficient to justify us in con-
sidering whether Mundijong should not
be the junction of the proposed line.
Armadale is by 33ft. the highest point,
and all this haulage will have to
be brought up to the summit of the
line at considerable expense for the
sake of shortening the distance to
Fremantle, after having gone to the
expense of duplicating the. present main
lire. If there must be a duplication
of roads, why not have u proper one;
why not, even at the expense of a small
additional expenditure, avoid these heavy

[COUNCIL.)
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grades ¥ If that line is to be built atall
it should be built with regard to common
sense, and should junction either at
Mundijong or Serpentine. Serpentine,
so far as the reports issued by the
Governwent show, 18 certatuly the most
favourable place for the junction, as it is
only 75ft. above sea-level. I contend
that the facts I have stated should be
ample proof; and I really would like to
know more about the engineers’ reports,
because they are couched in such terms
as, to wy mind, to cast considerable
doubt as to the necessity for the line—as
if to say “ If we have to do it, well do it
this way.” leferring once more to the
Jundakot line, according to the Gov.
ermment time-table there are two
trains o week, and the receipts are
not more than £10 a week. The line
passes through poor country, described
by those who know it well as nothing but
sandhills, swamps, and claypans. There
is no evidence as to production, If the
Minister would adduce any such evidence,
we ¢ould deal with it. I say this railway
is uunnecessary and is universally con-
demned. I bave not bleard ome man
outside this House, and I bhave heard
very few inside the House, say it is
necessary. Coming back to the question
of the duplication, on one occusion Mr.
Moss —and I venture to expect that 1
shull have his support to-day—when the
Railway Estimates were under discus-
sion in 1902 and it was suggested that a
railway to Esperance would relieve the
congestion on the Eastern Railway,
stated that it would be better and wiser
for the Government to duplicate the
whole of the line to the Eastern Giold-
fields, rather than build a line to Esper-
ance. I hope the hon. member will be
consistent, aud if he tinds that this line
is merely for the purpose of relieving the
traffic on the main line, I may fairly
claim his snpport. T should like again
to refer to the particulars supplied in the
return. The Government claim that
there will be & trafic of 46,600 tons per
abnum, I would like a statement from
the Colonial Secretary as to where this
traffic is expected to come from. There
is no cvidence whatever that the Perth
Station is congested, and no reasons can
be advanced why the present line is not
able to cope with the traffic, now that the
main line has been daplicated. When I
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rose to speak in opposition to this rail- |

way 1 did so with some reluctance, '

because I am a thorough believer in
the Governwnent constructing raitways
throughout the agricultural districts and
on the goldfields ; but I felt that I wonld
not be doing my duty to this House and
to the Stute if I did vot draw atten-
tion to this proposed extravagance. It
is admitted that the railway is a
* white elephant,” and I contend that
there has not been a single sound argu-
ment advanced why we should espend
this £17,000. I think the wiser course
for the Government to adopt would be to
take up the rails and sleepers to use
elsewhere. I have pleasure, in the cir-
cnmstances, in moving an amendment—-

That the Bill be read sfsecond time this day
ix months.

Tae PRESIDENT : The hon. member
zould signify his intention by voting
igeinst the motion.

Howx. J. T. GLOWREY: I prefer
noving the amendment.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South):
I'his House is justified in pausing before
assing this railway, for in introducing a
Bill of this kind the Government are
ertainly cutting their own throat by
aking away traffic from a line already iu
Xistence. 1 wish to assure members
hat I am not opposing this because I do
1ot believe in a railway from Fremantle,
hongh I do think that Fremantle is well
erved at the present time in having a
ailway running through Perth. From
he particulars supplied by the Govern-
nent we find that the amount of tonnage
thich it is estimated will pass over this
ine is placed at 46,600 tons. Were it a
act that the timber which is to consti-
ute this freight could not get to a port,

should vote for the railway; but when
re find that we already have a railway to
he coast, I think we should paunse before
assing this Bill, especially on the evi-
ence of Mr. McLarty, who states that
he present line is a “ white elepbant.”
Ve certainly want railwavs throughout
1e country, but this line is not justified.
't the present time we have no watering-
lace near Perth, and if the Government
esired to build a railway unywhere in
1e vicinity of Perth or Fremantle, the
esirability of a lire to the North Beach
1ould have been considered. There is

|
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no railway at present to the coust where
tbe people can take their children.

Tue CoLowiaL SecreTary: What

. about Cottesloe Beach and North Fre-

mantle ?

Heon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Those
places are haif-a-mile from the beach. T
do not think we would be wise in spend-
ing this money ou the extension of the
line from Jandakot to Armadale, con-
sidering the amount likely to be received
from such a line. 1 notice that in the
case of the other proposed railways, maps
showing the routes have been placed on
the walls of the Chamber, but I have not
seen any wap showing the proposed
route in this case.

Tue CorLoNIaL SEcrETary: It has
been on the table of the House for a
fortoight, and in the Chamber much
longer than any of the other maps.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: I wished
to see where Jandakot was shown on the
map. At any rate I intend to vote
against the Bill. There iz another
reason why we should reject the measure.
The principal market of the colony is
undoubtedly in the capital city, and
when any timber iz cowing from the
South no doubt it should come to the
capital. ~We have a figure quoted,
46,000 tons, as likely to be the goods
carried, but we are not told how much of
it is for export. Is ull of it going out of
the State ¥

Hox. R. LaorIE: Yes.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: We have
it on the evidence of Mr. McLarty, who
should know the district, that the greater
part of that timber bad been cut out.

Hox. E. McLartry: 1 was not
referring to the Jundakot-Armedale sec-
tion. I was referring to the extension
beyond the South-Western Railway
towards Williams.

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: No doubt
the suburbs to the south of Perth ure
being thickly populated, aod instead of
building this line through what M.
Glowrey described as sandhills and hog
farms, it would he better to duplicate
the railway froin Perth to Armadale.

Hown. F. Coxxor: That bas already
been doune.

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Then 1
certainly do mnot sve the necessity for
building this short railway.
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How. M. L. Moss: You should talk
about something you know.

Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: All the
more reason why we should t‘P]eLt this
Bill.

How. F,
are logical.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: T do not
intend to indulge in the tactics some
of my friends, the Premantle members,
practised when the Norseman Railway
Bill was before the House.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Yon nced not
worry ; you could not do it.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: If Ivote
for this Bill on its second reading I
would not attempt to take advantage of
the third reading to have it thrown out.
I would take it for granted that the Biil
had passed the House, and that we
should in all fairness allow it to pass its
third reading.

Trr PRESIDENT: The question is
" that the word *“ndw ' stand part of the
motion,

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Yes; I
intend to support the amendment, My,
Moss advocated the duplication of gold-
fields lines in preference to building a
railway from Coolgardie to Esperance,
and I think that argument is a good one
in the present case. We have no evidence
before us that the central railway station
18 not capable of carrying the present
traffic, therefore I think the least we
can do is to carry as much raffic over the
present line as we can to make it a
thoroughly good paying concern instead
of building another line. I think that
since the railway to Jandakot has been
builtit has certainly spoilt whatever pre-
tence Fremantle had as a watering-place.

How. R. Lavrie: We do not want it
to be a watering-place.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: There
was a time when Fremantle was a place
where people from the city and heated
suburbs could go to enjoy the evening
breeze.

How. F. Convor: That was before
the Coolgardie Water Scheme washed the
goldfields.

How. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : I certainly
think that the building of the railway to
Jandakot spoiled the sea-front at Fre-
mantle.

Hon. M. L, Moss :

Convor : Hear, hear; you

Ob, talk sense!

[COUNCIL]
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Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: T am
hopeful that if this Bill is rejected, as 1
am sure it will be, the Government will
see fit to pull up the rails o Jandakol
and use them for sowe better purpose.
At any rate I intend to vote for the
amendment.

Hox. R. LAURIE (West) : In rising
one feels that one bas to regard what has
been said as almost a matler of jest, and
not a watter of real intention in regard
to the proposal before the House. 1
think it is only right that we should try
to deal with this matter, not from a
jocular point of view, but from a fab
business point of view. Exception ha:
been taken to this line from the fact that
there has been a certain amount of
opposition to other railway mensures
before the House; but the argument ir
favour of bmldmg this line bas heer
given by the two gentlemen who hawe
been most strongly against il. Foi
economic reasons, for the purpose of
asgisting settlers throughout Westerx
Australia, and even those living in the
great auriferous belt, the Government
have decided to build certain lines of

" railway, and with the idea of assisting ir

the farther development of the State hd.u
decided to connect -the Jandakot line
with- the South-Western Railway. 1

“freely admit that in its present positior

the Jandakot line ig an absolute white
elephant, and that it should never haw
been built; it should have been taker
right through to the South-Western Rail
way. To say that the bulk of the
members for Fremantle were in favow
of building the line to Jandakot is stating
what is wrong. The idea throughou
was to get the connection right
through to the South-Western Rail
way, certainly with a view of bringing
to Fremauntle the traffic that shoulc
come to Fremantle, but also with the
idea of the farther development of the
South-Western parl of the State. Le
me show one of the arguments broughi
against this line by one of its principa.
opponents. The hon. member doubts
the figures given by the Leader of the
House that there is a traffic of 46,00(
tons from the Soath-Western district t¢
Fremantle,

How. J. T. GrowrEeY : I did not doub
the figures, but it was my opinion thi
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line would rob the main line of that
freight.

Hov. R. LAURIE ' T accept the hon.
gentleman’s etplanation, but 1 certainly
was under the impression that he doubted
the accuracy of those figures. Let me
put the ecvmomic view “of the matter
before the House. TLast night we had a
Bill before us for the expenditure of
£147,000 for a traffic estimated nt
10.000 tons—those were the total figures
put before the House by the Leader of
the House—8,000 tons of timber and
2,000 tons of general goods. What do
we find in connection with the Jandakot-
Armadale Railway ? There will he 46,000
tons of traffic from the South-Western
districts to Fremantle. What does that
mean from an economic point of view ?

Hown., J. T. Growrey: What about
robbing the other line ?

Hown. R. LAURIE: T will get to that
in a moment. [ will show where the
robbing is; it is on the other foot
altogether. IE this 46,000 tons of goods
has to go around through Perth it will
have to be carried an extra distance of
232 miles. Isit fair to the people who
have to send produce out of the State,
whether it be timber or any class of
goods, that they should be mulet in the
extra freight on 234 miles? Mr. Brimage
says that the timber of the country
should come to the capital. Mr. Glowrey
says that by taking the timber-to
Fremantle we would be robbing the
main line of the traffic. 1T say that
we must look at the matter from a busi-
ness point of view. It is a fair business
proposition, and we have to bring our
business acumen into any matter brought
before us that is a business matter. We
have to spend £6,400 on finishivg this
ruilway, according to the estimate, and
we are tuld by the Leader of the House
that it will mean a saving of £2,000 per
annum to the persons cﬂrrl\'ing goods
from the South-Western distriets to Fre-
mantle.
we not save this £2,000, about 33 per
cent., to the people of the country by the
expenditure of £6,400°7 Certamly. It
is fair business. It has heen said, prob-
ably through want of kuowledge, that

{11 Deceuser, 1906.]
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the time, whether it is shoved into the
Bast Fremantle yard or shoved into the
Perth sard waiting an opportunity to get
down the line. Puassenger trains run

. every half hour between Perth and Fre-

mantle, and can we expecl to carry a
large goods traffic over that line during
the day? 1t is absolutely impossible.
Take another poiot of view. If we have
expended a large sum of money, as has
been stated by the opponents of this
measure, on the Jandakot-Frewmantle

- Railway, if we van make interest ou that

money by extending the line to the
South-Western Ra:lwa) is it not a right
and proper business propesition? Tt is
absolutely a business proposition. [Hon.
J. T. Growrey: Tt is in the wrong
place.] Are we to be told now that the
only .reasoun for moving the rejection of
this Bill is ihat the railway is in the
wrong spot? ‘The people of Fremantle
had sufficient confidence in the Govern-
went of the day in the interests of the
country and producers of the South-
West to say, “ It is difficult for the people
of Mundijong or Armadale, or the people
of the State generally, looking ut the local
jealvusies between the two places to which
the rauilway might run, to arrive at a fair
idea as to where the railway should run.
We will leave it to a party of experts
appointed by the Government.” As we
all know, there were deputations from
Fremantle, Mundijong, and Armadale;
there was u battle of the routes, and it
was ooly settled by leaving the watter to
these experts to decide. 'The experts
have decided; rightly or wrongly they
have put their knowledge into the watter.
Tt is not u guestion of cursorily taking
up a Bill and saying the railway is in
the wrong place, or giving it 10 minutes’
consideration. These men have reputa-

. tions; thevare paid highly by the State ;

I ask in all fairness. should .

there is plenty of room in the Perth rail- .

way-yard. Letanyone who has experience
of shipping cargo from the South-West
try to find out where the timber is half

the man whose report was read is re.
ceiving £1,500 per annum from the State,
aud surely his knowledge is of some use;
surely it is to be relied on? He does
pot do it to suit his interests; it is done
fur the benefit of the State generally. So
we inust be caureful, and must look with
sowe degree of cuution at remarks made
by tbose who have not given the matter
the attention that men in these high
positions have done, Unhesitatingly I
say I have always thought Mundijong
should be the place, but the matter bav-
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ing been left to the experts, to these
highly-salaried officers, I thought we
should leave it there and have the matter
settled once and for all. One of the
first things we have to look to, and I am
sure I will have every country member
with me in saying so, is that the grower
of produce in this State shall have the
means of getting his produce to the port
of shipment at the cheapest rate possible,
and not that he should be mulet in an
extra 23} wmiles for a matter of senti-
ment. Tn matters of business, sentiment
must be left out of consideration alto-
gether. This is a business proposition,
nothing but a business proposition.
T am satisfied that on calmer considera-
tion even the gentleman who has moved
the amendmént and the gentlemen who
have supported it will, after hearing the
arguments which will be brought forward
dealing with this question, see fit to
withdraw the amendment.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I listened to the argments adduced by
Mr. Glowrey in this matter, and I
find that at last even he has found a
railway to wbich he can object. I was
struck by the fact that out of all the
railways we have discussed, this was the
least open to attack. For a good many
years 1 have advocated—and I have
expressed the view both privately and
publicly—that Fremantle was eutitled to
have connection with the South-West
without going through the city of Perth.
From what Captain’ Laurie has said, it
appears occasional congestion takes place
now. In the past there used to be con-
gestion between the country districts and
Fremantle, especially in regard to timber
for export. 1 have considered that not-
withstanding it might be a slight dis-
advantage to the city of Perth——

Hon. M. L. Moss: No disadvautage.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Supposing it 1s,
T think we can afford to put up with it
for the sake of an act of jastice to Fre-
mantle. [ do not wish to lahour the
question, but there are one or two items
in the Bill which ought to be mentioned.
The Jandakot people, when the Area was
declared, which, T think, was called an
agricultural area, were induced by very
strenuous efforts to settle on that area
and muke it productive if they could,
and a number of them have done so.

[COUNCIL.]
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It they bave not succeeded as was hoped
it is on account of the difficulty o
getting their produce to the market
the warket being Fremantle. We canno
be surprised that the line carried ouly s
fur is not a payable one. It is hardly t«
be expected that people who are growing
produce, who have horses and carts
would for the sake of nine miles go to:
railwuy and take the produce on to Fre
mwantle, wheo they can cart it at perhap
less expense and take back-loading anc
transact their business. Tt was impossibl
under the circumstances with the tratii
available to give them a good railway
service. They could not get it; und thal
would be another great reason for the
non-saccess of the railway. Besides, v
was always contemplated that the lim
sbould be connected with the South
Western Railway, und certainly Ido nof
think the estinate of the tounage to g
over that line is at all exaggerated
Armadale itself is a very good producing
district and has very considerable re
sowrces of one kind and another. A
large quantity of bricks is made there
reqoired for all parts of the State, mostly
Fremantle und its suburbs. There i
# considerable amount of road materia
which would be available for waking
roads in the Jundakot and other areas
including the suburbs of Fremantle
There arve vineyards and orcbards and
other things n Armadale which I think
would contribute very considerably to the
success of this line. At any rate I have
every reason to believe that the line when
carried through and connected with the
South-Western Railway will be a paying
ope. I may perhaps add that I have not
the slightest financial interest in Armna-
dale, not one sixpenny worth, and I only
look upon it that Armada.le, an old
seitled part of the country, is entitled to
sowe consideration. I am personally
strongly in favour of Armadale, though I
can quite realise that there is room for
two opinions on this matier; Lut why
Mundijong should be selected 1 can-
not understand; a new place recently
started. Thereis arailway station there,

Hox. E. McLarrr: There is a saving
of six miles. -

How. G. RANDELL: I do not think
there 1s very much in that. Tt is prob-
able that a large amount of the traffic
I will be in relation to timber from farther
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away.
arguments in favour of Mundijong. I
have read very carefully, because I have

taken a great jnterest in this Hne all -

through, partly on account of an act of
justice due to Fremantle and partly on
account of the poor unfortunate settlers
who have been induced to settle at
Jandakot; and for other reasoms. I
huve watched very carefully the battle of

I certainly think I kave heard no '
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1

i
!

routes, as Captamn Laurie has called it, °

and the tremendous influence brought to
hear to take the line either to Pinjarrah
or Mundijong or some other point thau
Armadale. I am very pleased the Gov-
ernment have seen their way to take the
line to Armadale. I am of opinion that
this s the one thing required to make
that line a payable one and to give
acrommeodation to the South-West and
to the districts along Armadale and
Kelmscott, for it will serve Kelmscott as
well and also accommodate Fremantile,
without having the necessary detour
there is to-duy by going through the city
of Perth. There is another little reason
why the line should go to Armadale, and
that is that it will be within 21 miles of
Paradise.

Hown. M. L. MOSS (West): 1 should
bave contented myself with giving a
silent vote upon the question, upon
which my views are well known, because
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motives and not the basest. I thought
that the question of arguments for this
particular railway had got beyond the
realms of practical politics, because if the
railway through the Jandakot Arvea is not
justified, it is very late in the day for
Mr. Glowrey and Mr. Brimage to point
these things out. They should bhave
been pointed out long ago, before any
money was expended in that direction.
In fact, to put a parallel illustration, it
would be like this: if £147,000 were

* spent on the Coolgardie-Norseman Rail-

I have always been a strong supporter of

this live, but for the observations made
by Mr. Glowrey and Mr. Brimage. I
would not allow this o go to a vote
without resenting in the strongest
manner possible the observations that
those gentlemen have made;

of whom T attribute 4he highest
and best motives. I am certain both
of those gentlemen spoke in a

perfectly buna fide spirit. Tt would be
a wrong thing for me to attribute a base
motive to either of those gentlemen; it
would be upparliamentary and unconsti-
tutional if I were to do it; so T will
attribute to them the best motives and
not the hasest motives, therefore they
cannot complain of that. [Interjection
by Mr. Growrer.] If the hon. member
thinks there is a different meaning to
those observations, he is eatitled to put
sich construction on wy language as he
thinks fit; but I say T assign to him and

to hoth -

way and it happened that the amount
would uot take the line all the way to
Norseman, they would not provide the
expenditure of £110,000 more to take it
there. When we come o think that the
capital expenditure upon this line is less
than My, Neil Douglas in his report says
will be the ultimate recurring loss on the
Coolgardie-Norseman line,” whilst I
attribute the highest motives to those
gentlemen, 1 cannot congratulate them on
the logic which actuates them in oppos-
ing this particular line. The hon. gentle-
man behind me (Hon. J. T. Glowrey)
asks me to talk some sense. In the hon.
gentleman’s head there is all the con-
centrated essence of sense. He is a
wonderful engineer, be is a magnificent
expert so far as regards the switability
of the land and the possibilities of
this line for the carriage of timber;
for he knows far more than the
Engineer-in-Chief, far more than the
Survevor General, far more than the
Commissioner of Railways, What a loss
this gentleman is in sitting in this House.
What u treasure the Government have
lost in not having this hon. member con-
trolling those three departinents.

Tue PRESIDENT: The question is
about the word ** now.”

How. M. T.. MOSS: I am ridiculing
the arguments of that gentleman as to
why this Bill should not be agreed to. I
do pot know why there was any necessity
1o draw my atlention to the fact that the
question was that **six months” should
be substituted for “now.” [Interjection
by Hox. J. T. firowrey.] 1 object
most strongly to the observation the hon.
gentleman has just made. There is no
necessity for me 1o be a larrikin.

Twe PRESIDENT: I did not hear
the word, but if it was used, I feel sure

the other bon. member the best of ! the hon. member will withdraw.
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How. J. T. Growrey : I did not make ; living on 10 or 15 acres of swamp land

use of the word. I said there was no
occasion to be a larrikin,

Howx. M. L. MOSS: Tt iz the same
thing. I again say what a treasare the

Government have lost, when the hon. -

member is in the obscure posilion of a
member of Parliament and could render
such great services to the couniry and
save a salary. In all seriouspess I
cannot congratulate the bon. member.
Whilst he may have a high regard for his
own opinions, I think probably the
members sitting on these benches will
pay more attention to what is said by the
Engineer-in-Chief, the Surveyor General,
and the Commissioner of Railways.

Hon. J. T. Growrexr: That was not
your dictum yesterday.

Hown. M. L. MOSS: Oh, yes it was.

How. J. T. Growgrey: No.

How. M. L. MOSS: I place more
reliance on Mr. Neil Douglas and the
State Mining Engineer, who said that the
Norseman line would not pay, whereas T

defy that hon. member to ransack any of |

these reports and find a statement that
this line is not going to pay. DMr.
Glowrey has put himself on a very high
pedestal and has given us his opinion,
and when mewbers do that they must be
subjected to the pillory by any member
who is prepared to ridicule the arguments
brought forward under such circum-
stances on the floor of the House. To
show how little the hon. member knows

about the productive character of the

Jandakot Area, he says this particular
country is only sandhills, swamps, and
clay-pans.
is amongst the most productive agricul-
tural land in this State, and a reference
to columu 1 of this return on the table of
the House slhows there is an area of
12,500 acres held by bona fide resident
occupiers. There are 100 of these, and
12,500 divided by 100 wilt show that each
of these areas is 125 acres. There are no
large landowners in this lecality. They
are all persons who hold 125 acres or
less, and that is the class of settlers we
are bound to try to encourage in this
country. I can appeal to my old friend
Captain Laurie and others who know
this locality as to my statemcnt that
there are numbers of families making a
living un 10 or 15 acres of swamyp land,
and I think some persons who make a

supply largely with green vegetables
throughout the year all the mail steamers
and other ships that come to Fremantle.
Therefore, when the hon. member talks
about the unproductive character of the
Jandakot land he is talking of that about
which, according to my expericnce, he
knows nothing. Farther, there is such a
thing as doing an act of justice to people
who have been induced by the Govern-
ment of this country to come and select
agricultural land in this Jandakot Area.
Let me tell the hon. member there are
no men with more grit in themn than the
settlers who went on the Jandakot Area.

© For years those people were subjected to

grave incouveniences. They were not
only without a railway, but without ruads.

~ They had to trudge through sand, and

The swamp land in Jandakot

had not eveu the convenience of roads
enjoved by agriculturists in the older
settled portions of the State, and by
people on the goldfields who have not the
disadvantage of the sandy soil of the
coast. To the people on the Jandakot
Aren it i only an act of justice to give
ordinary transit facilities. Mr. Randell
has truly said that by taking the railway
to Armadale we take it to a locality pos-
sessing an excellent supply of good
material for road-making; and once the
railway reaches Armadale we may find
that the roads board having churge of the
Jandakot Area will be able to make roads
at little cost, thus opening up farther so
desirable a piece of country, and one so
near to other permanent settlements. The
hon. member (Mr. Glowrey) has referred
to a debate in 1902 on the Esperance
Railway project, and he alleges thatin the
debate T stated it would be better to
duplicate the railway to the goldfields
instead of constructing a railway to
Esperance. I have not abandoned the
position I then took up. I say that
again, with all the force and emphasis at
my disposal. But surely the hon. mem-
ber sees the distinction between that and
the present project. There was never a
possibility that the chief port of the
State should not be connected by rail
with Perth. That railway had to come.
But it is against the ordinary course of
events that people who are getting timber
and producing foodstuffs in the South-
Western portion of this State, and who
desire to use Fremantle as their most
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convenient port of shipment, should
be obliged to adopt a circuitous
route by going all the way round
through Perth, and to pay for all time
freights on an additional 23¢ iniles of
raitway. We are told there is no evi-
dence of any congestion of trafic in the
Perth yard. The ¢uestion is not whether
traflic in the Perth yard is congested,
because traing having a through cargo to
or from Fremantle are not allowed to
remain in Perth ut all. Nor is 1t n gues-
tion of the convenience of the prople of
Fremauntle, who ure not affected one iota
by this additional 23% miles of land
carrisge. The question is whether the
people who in certain portione of the
South. Western Districtfind it more profit-
able to use Fromantle as a port than to
use Bunbury are to be penalised for all
time by being obliged to pay for 233
miles of railway carriage more than is
necessary.

Hon. J. A. Trouson: On a point of
order, Mr. Moss and Mr. Randell have
stated distinetly there is a difference of
23% miles. That is not correct. The
difference is just 113 miles.

TeeE Prgsinent: The bon. mem-
ber can follow My, Moss and contradict
him, but canpot interrupt now. His
remarks do not constitute a point of
order.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There is a greai
misconception in the minds of some men-
bers, particularly the hon. member iater-
jecting, as to what a point of order
means, However, I do not object to
interruptions, because they seldom put me
off the thread of my story. So much for
Mr. Glowrey. Now I come fo a member
who may be correctly characterised as a
political Rip Van kale I refer to
Mz, Brimage. He says, “What do you
want to make this line for? Duplicate
the railway to Armadale” Now what

{11 Deceuper, 1906.]

does the hon. member know of the sub- |
+ regervedly ; but he must expect members
How.T. F. Q. BriMace: As much as -

ject of which he talks?

you know.

. to ridicule his arguments.

Tae PRESIDENT : The hon. member -

must not interupt.

How. M. L. MO3S: He comes to this
House in December 1906 to suy we ought
to duplicate the line to Armadale. What
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system ?  Aund if the rest of his argu-
ments are in keeping with his desire to
see the railway immediately duplicated
to Armadale, well he knows nothing
about the subject. Tn fact, baving made
a few notes while the hon. member was
speaking, I think his address may well
be regarded as a comedy of errors. He
said, * Where is, the map of this rail-
way? There is none about.” Why,
there was gne on the table of the House,
and he did not knowof it. Hesaid * The
timber sheuld come to Perth and stop in
Perth.”

Hox. T. F. O. BranagE:
that.

Hox. M. L. MOBS: What he said
was 50 bearly to the same effect that
every other member present was snigger-
ing at him for using so stupid an argu-
ment,

Hox. T. F. O. BriMagE:
sviggering was done by you.

Hox. M. L. MOSS : I did my share of
it. In view of 1he ridiculous arguments
of the hen. member—bis plea for
duplicating the line to Armadale, bis
cotmplaint that there was no railway map
in the House, and his statement that the
timber ought to come to Perth and stay
there

Hox.
say that.

Tue PRESIDENT: I shall have to
enforce the Stunding Orders.

Hos. T. . O. Brimage: The hon.
member is making a statement not in
accordance with fact. I never said the
timber should come to Perth and stay
there.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: When a member
uses what apother wember regards as
untenable and stupid arguments, he must
take his gruel.

Hox. T.F. O. Brimace: 1 will not
take any gruel from you.

Tae PRESIDENT: I do not thiok
the word “ gruel " is parliamentary.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: I withdraw un-

I never said

All the

T. F. O. Briptage: I did not

who know something about the subject
That ie what

T ain here for. If this question is to be

~ decided on proper grounds and not on

knowledge can he have of the railway |

stupid arguments, it is my duty to show®
how ridiculous were the arguments of
the hon. member; and the hon. member
does not like it.
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Hown. T. F. O. Brimace: He does not
mind it from you.

Hown. M. L. MOSS: Well then, keep
quiet. But wheu the bon, member’s
three arguments were: there was no
railway map in the House—

THe PresipExT: I think the hon,
member (Mr. Moss) is frequently repeat-
ing himself.

How. M. L. Moss: I appeal to you,
sir, to stop the hon. member's interjec-
tions, and to leave me alone till [ am out
of order.

" Hox. T. F. 0. BrimacE: Iatated there
was no plan of this railway on the wall.

Trae Presipext: This is not the
time to make a statewent. You may
make a personal explanation.

How. T. . 0. Brimage : Istated there
was no plan of the railway on the wall of
this House; and I do wot see any,
Afterwards the Colonial Secretary told
me there was a plan on the table.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: I will deal with
that in a moment; but 1 wish to say that
eloquence has not reached such a pitch
of perfection in this House that members
can make speeches without occasionally
repsating themselves. I am not the only
member who repeals himself. But T say
the hon. member said there was uo map
on the wall of the House. He must
either have been ignorant of the fact that
it was on the table, or his argument was

not bona fide. He may have been play-
ing with us. What does it wmatter
whether the map is on the wall or on the
table? Tt does not make any difference.
Either the hon. member did not know it
was on the table, or he was playing with
us. Now I will not accuse the hon.
member of playing with the House. He
did not know the map was on the table,
though it had been there for about a
month. His second point was the
wonderful argument about the timber
stopping in Perth; the third, that we
should duplicate t.he railway to Armadale.
The fourth argument, the capper of all,
was: ‘ Fremantle, hefore you built a rail-
way to a stump near the agriculiural
hall at the Forrest road, was a agnifi-
Jcent watering-place.  What an awful
*shame to spoil it. The Jandakot Railway
has gpoilt the pOSSlblllfleS of Fremantle
ag a watering-place.” Aund the hon.
member, I presume, does not go o Fre-

[COUNCIL.}
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mantle now, because the amenities of the
place are all altered since the railway was
built to the agricultural hall. T am snre
Fremantle bhas lost much; but I hope
the hon. member will reconsider his de-
cision, and agree that Fremantle is as
good u watering-place to-day as ever it
was. That is a fair réswmé of the hon.
member’s arguments.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE:
one.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: The hon. member
gavs it is not true. Only now does he
see how fearfully ridiculous he must have
made himself in the eyes of members
when he used those arguments; and
when his statements are put calmly before
him, the hon. member, who apparently
rose to spealk knowing unothing of hs
subject, must adnit how stupid he was
to adduce such arguments hefore a deli-
berative body, a lmdy‘ of sensible men
who are bound to decide this matter on
reasonable grounds, and not on such
slupid arguments as the hon, member
advanced. As I said before, the time
has gone by for considering the ex-
pediency of building this railway. We
have already committed the country.
There was great differeuce of vpinion at
Fremantle as 1o whether the railway
should go to Annadale or to Mundijony.
I wag always an advocate for Armadale;
but T admitted, with Mr. Randell and
Captain Laurie, that much was to he
said in favour of taking it to another
poiut of junction. The people of Fre-
mantle were highly desirous that this
necessary connection should not be longer
delayed by any dispute amongst them-
selves as to the junction; and I think to
some extent, though I will not say abso-
lutely, through the influence T exerted on
my friends at Fremantle, the dispute
was settled. I said, “Do not let us
quarrel about the point of junction. Let
the Government decide that on the
advice of the experts at their dispozal.”
Three experts, considering the problem
from the agricultural, the railway, and
the trade points of view, have decided
that Armadale is the proper junction ;
and supposing T bad been one of the
strongest advocates for Mundijeng, [
should have said the line must go to
Armadale hecause the professional ad.
visers of the Government say that is the
proper point of junction. If there is a

Not a true
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division on this Bill, then if I have not
convinced Mr. Brimage, as 1 tbink I
have—

How. T. F. O. BrixacEe:
you have not.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: Of the stupidity
of his arguments, we shall find Mr.
Brimage and Mr Glowrey on one side of
the House, and I venture to say they
will npot have a supporter in this
Chamber.

No; indeed

How. J. M. DREW (Central) : T much
regret that with the sound case he has to
advocate, Mr. Moss should Jdeem it ad-
visable to muke sewi-personal aftacks on
certain members. I think it quite
possible to carry on discussions in this
Chamber without levelling the shafts of
ridicule against members from whom we
differ. Both te-day and yesterday I bave
differed seriously from boih Mr. Glowrey
and Mr. Brimage; and those gentlemen
have not wade the slightest attempt to
attack me for the action I took. Cou-
sequently I sympathise with them, and
regret exceedingly that Mr. Moss should
use his great intellectual ability to
attempt to castigate these members for
doing what, from their poins of view, is
their duty to the country. I mustsay I
entirely disagree with both Mr. Glowrey
apd Mr. Brimage in the action they have
taken in opposing the extension of this
railway. I remember well, when I joined
a certain Government, that the construe-
tion of the Jandakot Railway was con-
sidered, und it was deemed a misiake was
committed when Parliament sanctioned
the line from Fremantle to Jandakot. But
before the Government decided to
extend the hne to connect with the
South - Western Railway, they agreed
that an inspection should Dhe made;
and I happened to be one of the indi-
viduals who was asked to report not only
on the routes but on the question of the
advisability of the extenston. 1 went to
Jandakot very much prejudiced against
the place, from what 1 had heard, and I
assure wembers I was greatly astonished
with its wonderful productiveness; it
seemed 10 be sand, and vet it showed
itself capable of growing vegetables with |
the best agricultural lund T know. I
cannot give the reason for it, but I saw
formyself. TFrom Fremantle to Jandakot l
almost, I think the country is of the same .
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quality, certainly from Jandakot to
Armadale. 1 fartber investigated the
question as to the routes. I am pot
goiug into all the details ; I do not think
it advisable that the battle of the routes
should be fought out in this Chamber.

. After taking a great deal of care and

making investigations—being an impar-
tiul persom, without any interest in the
place—1 reported that in my opinion
the line should be extended from Jan.
dakot to Armadale, and in consonance
with that decistion T jotend to vote to-
night. Besides that, as has been stated,
there will be a large saving in the transit
of timber to Fremantle, 4 saving of some-
thing like 112 miles, which is worth
taking into consideration. From what I
could bear a large number of small
settlers are living along that route, and
they selected on the understanding that
the’ railway wonld go along from Jan-
dakot to Armadale.” I could give very
sfrong reasons against the railway going
another route, but I de not think it
advisable to do so. T have made up my
mind, being impartial in the matter, in
the best interests of the country, that the
railway should go from Jandakot™to
Armadale.

Hox. R. D. McKENZIE (North-
East) : T did not intend to speak on the
Bill, and I should not have done so but
that Mr. Moss has made an attack on
certain members of the House. He has
no doubt kept up the tradition of that
very honourable profession to which he
belongs, that is that when he has a weak
case he abuses the other side; and he
used his great eloquence to the fullest
extent in castigating members who had
the temerity to oppose the Bill. T have
said it was not my intention to oppuse
any of the railways the Government
brought forward this session; but on
hearing the arguments for and against
the Bill now before the House, I have
come Lo the vonclusion that it is my duty
to my constituents at the preseot time to
oppose this measure. I do so with a
feeling of regret, because 1 am extremely
anxious that all portions of this State
should receive the benefit of railway com-
munication, to enable them to develop the
resources which Providence has given
them; but in this case I find the only
good argument used in favour of the
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line is that 2 mistake was made by a
previous Administration in building the
line from Fremantle to a stump in the
forest, and to malke a good job of it it
is necessary to spend something like
£20,000, and even then the arguments
are not such as to convince me that
it will be a payable proposition. I
am told on good authority that the
Jundakot people make very little use of
the line now. I am told the receipts
from the railway are something absurd;
that the receipts from the railway are
not more than £10 a week. This shows
that the railway, as far as the settlers of
Jandakot are concerned, has been a dis-
-mal failure. [t is proposed to carry on
the line to connect with the South-
Western Railway. Ounly recently the
Cummissioner of Railways, I Dhelieve
without parliamentary aunthority, dupli-
cated the line from Perth to Arma-
dale to cope with the heavy traffic
from the South-West. On the top of
this duplication we bave im a report
that this connection between Fremantle
and the South-Weet line should be made.
This action of the Government, if this
line is built, will have the effect of taking
traffic from the line on which they have
spent an enormous amount of money in
duplicating, and in the present financial
straits this State is in, indeed every
thonsand pounds should be saved, even
from lvan expenditure. T do not say the
line should be shelved for all time, but
it should be put on onpe side for a con-
siderable time to come. Tt is not abso-
lutely necessary at the present time. Tt
will not benefit the Jandakot settlers, it
will not benefit the Fremantle people to
any extent, and certuinly it will not
benefit the people on the South-Western
line. The freight which is expected, and
the amount of tonpage expected, amount
to 46,000 tons, principally timber. The
timber will have to be carried an extra
12 miles if a connection is not made. We
know that freight on timber is very low,
and there is an agitation to have it lower
still. Even if there is an expenditure of
£2,000 it would be better for the Gov-
ernment to bear the expense than tfo
build this extension at the present time
I submit a case has not been made out
for the railway. Members who have
advocated the line have ridiculed the
arguments advanced by other members

[COUNCIL.}

Bill, second reading.

acting in the best intereats of the people
who have sent them to the House, and it
is mot a fair proceeding. It is my inten-
tion to vote agaiost the Bill, although, as
I have said, I do not say the line should
be shelved for all time. T believe
eventually the connection will be justified,
but at the present time I cannot give the
Bill my support.

Hor. E. M. CLARKE (Scuth-West) :
It is iy intention tn vote for this Bill:
at the same time 1 take this opportunity,
I will not say of ridiculing what other
members have said, but I will show
that it is somewhat unwise to ridicule
what other membera say. I submit
there are men who can debate like any-
thing, and there are men who can ridicule
like anvthing, but I subwit ridicule is no
argument.  Without saying anything
against anybody, it appears to we by’
some mistake false figures have been got
hold of. These figures have been re-
peated by more than one member. One
member ridioules another and makes use
of the false figures. It is sald that a
difference will be saved between the haul-
age from the Great Southern Railway via
Armadale to Fremantle, and vie Perth to
Jandakot, one line against the other, of
24 miles, and that has been repeated over
and over again. If one will look at the
time table he will discover it is 31 miles
to Armadale viz Fremantle, and it is
194 miles to Armadale wia Jandakot,
waking a difference of 112 miles. T only
say this with a view of showing that it is
well to be sure when giving figures that
you are on the right track. T am not
going to deal with this matterany farther
than to say I believe the Minister in
charge of the Bill has quoted fromn figures
shown to him, und be has not possibly
had time to go into them and criticise the
whole matter, and he has fallen into an
error, other members following him.
There is every excuse to be made for this,
but it shows that one requires to be care-
ful. I am going to vote for ihe line
becanse T voted for it-once before. I
believed it was absolutely necegsary then ;
I thought it would be carried on to Arma-
dale to Junction with the line somewhat,
farther down. T still feel that way, but T
shall not vote against it because I think
the correct thing has not been carried out.
I shall vote for it because certainly pre-
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viously we thought the line was neces- '
sary, and I say that line ought to have '
been constructed then. We find no sooner
is that line passed for comstruction for
a certain purpose which we thought
[ustified it, than for some unaccount-
able reason the line is duplicated from
Perth to Fremantle. Fremantle was
promised this line and should have it. I
voted for it previcusly, and 1 am going
to vote for the Bill now to construct the
line from the present point at Jandakot
to junction with the South- Western line;
it does not trouble me much where.

Hox. F. CONNOR (North): I view
with a certain amount of alarm the ob-
jections to this Bill. It is, I cannot say
an established fact, but it is recognised
in the city of Perth and in the centre of
the guvernment of this country that a
gentleman who has taken on himself to
oppose this measure is to a large extent,
if not the dictator, at least the responsible
adviser of the Government in existence
in Western Australia to-day. Isay that,
and I ask the mcmbers to disprove it.
Therefore I view with alarm the opposi-
tion raised to this Bill. I think mem-
bers will understand what I mean, Hav-
ing had the opposition from Mr. Glowrey
and Mr. Brimage, two experis on the
railway question, I feel rather tiwid in
addressing wnvself to the question at all,
because: of the great koowledge of the
requirements of the couutry, and par-
ticularly this line which we are discuss-
ing, tbe Fremantle-Jandakot or Fre-
mantle-Grreat South-Western Railwayline,
which these members have, and with their
knowledge of it and their expressions of
apinion that we should not have that
railway, I do feel rather alarmed. ButI
have togive my opinion onit. I am here
as a representative of the people of Wes-
tern Australia, and against my will almest
[ tnust give my opinion. Does it strike
hon. members as peculiar? We are now,
I presume, discussing the Fremantle-
Armadale Railway.

Tee Presipest: The question is
whether the word “ now' stand part of
the question.

Hox. F. CONNOR: I am trying to
give reasong in favour of the Bill, and I
ghall not be bluffed out of giving them
either, I care not by whom the bluff is |
attempted. We are discussing a Bill for |
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the construction of a railway between
Fremantle and Jandakot, and it way
surprise some members fo learn the fact
is one of which nobody seems to be
aware, not even Mr. Moss, that this ia the
best-paying railway in Western Australia,
I notice the Leader of the House seems
somewhat surprised. I tell him this,
because I know and he does not know.
If not the whole of the railwuy, at least a
portion of it, is the best-puyving length of
line in Western Australia. Mr. McLarty
knows the value of this railway, because
it has cost him so much money. The
proposition to build a railway to connect
with the Great Soutbern Railway is
opposed by goldfields members who have
got all the railways thev asked for, almost
without a division—railways costing ten
times as wnuch as this small line. Their
dog-in-the-manger policy I warn them
will recoil on their heads in this House
when members not interesied in either
goldfields railwavs or the Jandakot
line are called on to vote for fresh
railway communication on the gold-
fields. It is a mistake, and a shame.
I am sorry for Mr. Glowrey and sorry for
Mr. Brimage in respect of the attitude
they have taken up on this matter to-day.
Here we have passed railways almost
withoot number, costing so much more
money than the railway now under dis-
cussion. And this railway will pay. I
ask some member to refute me in what I
now tell the House: a portinn of this
railway ts the best-paying stretch of line
in Western Australia to-day. T refer to
the three miles from Fremantle to Owen’s
Anchorage. The whole question, more-
over, is only one of 10 miles. T am sure
that if an average were struck over the
existing line from Fremuntle to the puint
to which it has been extended to-day,
allowing for the loss on the non-paying
portion from Owen's Anchorage to the
terminus, the average returns from the
line would be as good as those of any
other railway we possess. Therefore
I ask, why such unseemly opposition
to this small Bill? But it frightens
me, s a supporter of the Bill, to see
the source from which the opposition
comes. I shall be glad when I hear
the Leader of the House explain why
the candid friend of the Govern-
ment in the Upper House should be
opposed to the Bill, if the Government
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are honestly in support of it. I was
sorry to hear, I will not say an attack, by

my genial friend Mr. Brimage on Mr. |

Moss, because Mr. Moss, although sar-
castic, certainly was within his rights.
Mr. Brimage attacked him in such a
manner that he would not bave been as
good a man politically as T think he is, or
as capable, if he had sat down under, 1
cannot say the imputations, but the
innuendoes levelled at him.

Tae PresipeNT: Does the hon. mem-
ber think he is speaking to the motion?

Howx. F. CONNOR: I amn endeavour-
ing to do so. I come back now to the
fact that this is the best-paying line in
Western Australia. Taken from end to
end, the revenue produced by the live as
it stands is thoroughly satisfactory. Let
hon. members consider that the whole of
the stock, nlmest, supplied to the Eastern
Goldfields travels over the line, and
sometimes travels over it twice. It
enters the State by that line, and is dis-
charged at Owen's Anchorage; moreover,
the whole of the live-stock from the North-
West is landed by that line and again
travels over it. Consequently I ask
opponents of the measure to disprove
that the line is at present paying. It
was said to be almost a dead-letter. I
challenge thal statement. I proclaim
that, taking the line from Fremauntle to
the terminus at Jandakot, there is, even
for the whole of the ten miles, not a
better-paying railway in Western Aus-
tralia. Again, I may inform members
opposed to the line, members directly
representing the goldfields—they are the
only people who bave spoken against it—
that this line was started primarily for
the purpose of reducing the price of meat
on the goldficlds, und that it has been
the means of transporting more cheaply
than before the meat supplies of the
goldfields and in particular of the Eastern
Goldfields. .If this motion of Mr.
Glowrey’s, which I do vot think the hon.
member believes for an mnstant will be
carried, should be carried, a reflection
will be cast on him and on every member
supporting bim ; since their opposition
springs not from any conviction that the
line should not be built, bul arises, in my
opinion, simply from the fact that a
certain member opposed another line
which has been carried by this House,

[COUNCIL.]
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Tue PrEsipENT: 1 do wot think the
hon. member should iimpute motives.

Hox. F. CONNOR: I withdraw that.
T supported the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman, and 1 proclaimed that I
intended to do so; and in the circum-
stances I think 1 have a right to say that
no member of the House who did not
beligve the measure was not necessary
should try to veto this measure, which in
my opinion is necessary. That is not
imputation of notives, but it is going as
near to it as one possibly can under the
rules of debate. To Mr. Brimage, after
I have told him that the line 1s one of
the best-paying in Western Australia,
I would recommend the old saying,
“Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to
be wise.”

How. V. HAMERSLEY (East): I do
not wish to give a silent vote on this
measnure, in the event of the amendment
going to a division. I was somewhat
surprised to learn that an adverse motion
bad been moved, because I understood
that years ago the construction of this
line had been decided on, and that the
work was only waiting funds for an early
start to be made. We now have before
us o measure to obtain these funds. The
House hasz just passed a Loan Bill, and
naturally 1o one was surprised when the
Government placed this important pro-
posal amongst the first Bills for railway
construction under the loan proposals.
As regards the arguments for and against
the railway, theyr have been recounted
over and over again, and undoubtedly
quite sufficient has been said this eveniny
to convince hon. members that the line is
wanted, and that there is an obligation
in respect of it to the settlers in the
locality. We do not wish to go any
farther in division of opinion as to routes
thun the views which have been expressed
by the advisers of the Government. I
am perfectly salisfied with their deci-
sion, and should have been equally
satisfied had they resolved on any
other route. [ am convinced that the
Government have adopted the right
course, and that we are acting
wisely in not questioning the matter of
routes, but rather accepting what hag
been suggested to the Government by the
officers appointed to go into the question.
1 sincerely hope that if the amendment
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goes to a divigion, a large majority will
be found in favour-of the line.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : I ask leave
to withdraw the amendment I have
moved.

Awendment by leave withdrawn.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply) : I wish to say a few words, not so
much by way of reply as in explanation.
{ seem to have misled the House some-
what in regard to certain figures I quoted.
I may explain that I read them from a
typewritten copy of the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief on the routes. Hon,
members will see ic the Bill that the
distance 1s stated af 107 and 9 miles,
making a total length of 194 miles. The
distance is shown in this report as 232
miles from Fremantle to Armadale, and
201 niles from Fremantle to Jandakot.
I understand that the true distance is
191 miles by the proposed railway wia
Jandakot. According to the raillways
timetable, the distance from Fremantle
to Armadale by the present main line is
31 miles ; so that by the construction of
the railway here proposed there would
appear, on these figures, to be a saving
of something like 11 miles. Hence the
srror. I do not think I need say any-
thing farther, the question having been
tully debated.

Question put und passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 1—Short Title :
Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE moved an
umendment— .
That “Armadale” be struck out, and
‘ Mundijong * inserted in lieu,
Che information supplied was insufficient
0 enable members to decide as to which
vas the better route, and the attempt to
ave the line started from Armadale was
wnfair and not in the best interests of the
ountry. [{e protested against the abuseto
vhich Mr. Brimage and himself had been
ubjectedd by Mr. Moss because they
ppposed the line. The object of the
.mendment was to test the feeling of the
{ouse on the question of route. A rail-
ray to Mundijong would be of infinitely
reater service, ag it would serve the
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timber traffic at present carried to
Rockingham.

Hov. W. T. LOTOX : Huaving passed
the second reading of the Bill providing
for the eonstruction of a line to Armadale,
the House was not likely to go back on
its decision; and the hon. member
having availed himself of the opportunity
for protesting, should now withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Question put and passed.

Clauses 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause +.—Powor. to Governor to
compulsorily purchase land within eight
miles of railway:

Hox. J. M. DREW: A commonage
area in the vicinity of Fremantle was well
suited for intense culture, and it would
be in the interests of Fremantle that some
portion of the area be resumed and thrown
open for close settlement.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: The Fremantie
Couneil had now under consideration a
proposal to seek permission to subdivide
and lease portions of the area for agri-
cultural purposes.

Question put and passed.

Clauses 3, 6, T—agreed to.

Schedule, Title-—agreed too.

Bill reported without amendment ; the
report adopted.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
SECOND READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
members will see, this is a very short Bill
for amending the Health Act 1393,
consisting of only one clause in addition
to the title. The object is to confer on
municipal councils the powers of boards
of health. In the past, though municipal
councils have conducted health board
business at municipul meetings, it is now
thought they have done so illegally.
Under the Health Act, in order to hold
a health bnard meeting it is necessary
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that separate notices be issued, also Lhut .

goparate health rate notices be issued.
This amendment will enable municipal
couneils to send ount the health rate notices
and notices of health board meetings at
the same time as municipal notices, and to

transact health board busingss at the
ordinary municipal meetings.
How, W. KivgsmiLL: What is the

meaning of Subclause 2 ?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
legalise past action in having transacted
health  bpard business at nnnicipal
meetings.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

IN COMMITTEE. ETC.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without uwmendment,
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE.
SECOND READING.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading suid : It is not necessary for me
to say much on the Bill. Members will
notice that it is the usual Bill brought
down at the request of various municipal
councils towards the close of each session
to close certain streets in different road
districts and municipalities. There are
five streets mentioned in the Bill, in five
municipalities—Beverley, Broome, Guild-
ford, Leonora, and Southern Cross. The
schedule gives full explanation, and as
usual the Bill has been brought in at the
request of the municipal council in each
case. I will not take the Committee
stage to-night, s members may wish to
have an opportunity of looking at the
lithographs I have accompanying the Bill.
I will leave these on the table so that
memnbers may peruse them and take any
objection, if necessary, hefore the measure
is finully passed.

Question passed.

Bill read a second time.

[COUNCIL.)

Mines Regulation.

BILL—MINES REGULATION.
SECOND READING MOVED.

Pur COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading sald: This is a rather big Bill ;
but although it contains many clauses,
there is nothing very new. It ig prin-
cipally a consolidating, though in some
respects an amending measuve. 1 intend
to say a few words on the second reading
80 that members may take the Bill into
consideration and look through the
various clauses. 1f they have many
amendments to table I shall be pleased if
they will put them on the Notice Paper
to-night, because it iz necessary to take
the measure through Committee to-
morrow so that, if there are amendmoents—
and I know there will be some—the Bill
can go back to the Assembly for the con-
sideration of the amendments and be
dealt with before Parliament prorogues.
The measure is not a new departure. It
is a Bill to consolidate the various statutes
that have been in force for some years,
There are some amending cliuses in it,
It is really a Bill for Committee, and in
Committes 1 shall explain fully and draw
attention to any new departure; [ shall
explain the provisions and intentions of
each clause fully. The most important
clause and really the clause in the Bill is
Clause 33, containing the general rules
under which mines shall be worked.
Sunitation and ventilation are lightly
dealt with, but elaborate regulations
have been framec. | have a copy of them.
They have not yet besn approved because
the Bill has not been enacted, but members
may inspect them to see what regulations
it is intended to have approved under
Clause 33. There is some new legislation
in the Bill in regard to check inspectors.
A strong effort was made in another place
to have regulations that would give the
different unions the power to appoint
check inspectors; but the Government
think that the whole of the inspection of
mines should be controlled by the Mines
Depurtment, and that these c¢heck
inspectors should be appointed by the
Mines Department and not by either
employers or employees, The duties of
a manager are clearly defined, more
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especially in regard to the action he should
take in the case of an accident. This
was an omission from the old Act. There
is aks0 a new provision for engine-drivers.
Clauses have been inserted which give
A permit to allow an uncertificated driver
to be appointed in special circumstances.
‘This will be appreciated by owners of
small mines in outlying districts. They
may employ @ man who is not properly
certificated, with the permission of the
Minister. There is alsy provision as to

(11 Deceunrer, 1906.)

the number of hours workmen mayv work
in a mine, and provision is made that no -

person shall be employed in any respon-
sible position in a mine unless he is able
hoth to read and speak the Hnglish
language, and no person can be employed
underground unless he can intelligibly
speak the common language. This
provision has been found necessary in
the past, a number of foreigners having
come to Western Australia and obtained
employment in the mines who could net
understand the Fnglish language. It 1s
provided that this shall not be permitted
unless these foreigners have a fair know-
ledge of the English luguage. A cuse
nccurred receatly where an ltalian was

going towards a face. and he was told not |

to go there because i was charged. The
ltaban did not know whether to go back-
wards or forwards. It is to avoud that
sort of thing that these clauses ave in the
Bill. There is also a new provisiom in
regard to Sunday libour. There is an
Act now in force, the Sunday Labour in
Mines Act—it is incorporated in this
Bill. Special provision has heen made
to prevent unuecessary Sunday labour.

3697
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underground on the Kilgoorlie mines.
Ii the mines had to cease work entirely
on the Sundays it would muke a con-
siclerable difference in the output of the
tnines, and would reduce the vulue of
shares in consequence. Of course mem-
bers will recognise that Sunday labour
is earried on in every country ; in [act,
it is absolutely necessury that a certain
amount of Sunday work should go on
in mines; butit is provided that no miner
shall be employed more than 13 days
continuously ; that is to sav, o miner
can only be employed on alternative
Sundays, This is a new depurture.
Under.the present luw a miner could he
legally employed for the whale 365 days
of the year, but undor this Bi! he must
have 26 Sundays off in the year. That
i1s doing something towards reform-
ing Sunduy labour on mines. It is a
debatable point whether even that pro-
vision [ lave just mentioned can be
curried out. l believe it can in some
mines, but in smaller mines it will be
exceedingly difficult to do so, because
they do not employ the number of hands
to give, say, an engine-driver an alter-
native Sunday off. However, that
particular phase of the question can be
discussed in Committee. Many members
have had considerable mining experience
and we can have the matter debated fully,
The Bill also provides thut the plans of
underground workings of mines shall be
provided. In the past it has not been
compulsory for a mine to supply pluns of

. their underground workings to the Mines

Members will notice the different classes

of mining on which Sunday labour may
be employed. I may expliin to members
not aequainted with mining that it is
absolutely necessary that a certain

number of men shall be employed on
Sundays, becanse we cannot stop the .

operations of u mine the same as we can
stop a sawmill. Some work must go on

continuously, or it would entail a great

loss. Tt would rot only entail a loss of
the work on the Sunday, but it would
mean losing about 16 hours on the Satur-

ment to about 600 men now employed

Department. For instance, take the
copper district at Northampton worked
many years ago. Now that copper has
risen in price again, the mines muy he
taken up, but there will be o great loss
of time and money through not having
plans of the underground workings to
show the surveyors where to go. The
plans provided for in this Bill will be
recorded in the Mines Department, and
should any mines now working be abau-
doned and later on, by a cheaper process
of extracting gold being brought about
there is a desire again to work them,

day, and it would cause a loss of employ- | there will he nothing te prevent it being

done ; these plans will be avaitable.
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Hoy. W. KmvesMiiL: Does it d.pph'

[ASSEMBLY.]

to all mines? If so, it will be a great

hardship.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
know it may inflict hardship in some
cases.

Hon. W. KingsMinL: And you will
get some funny plans, too.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes:
either that, or we force the small mine-
owners to incur heavy expense.

Hox. J. T. Growaey: It is a wvery
necessary provision, however.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : There
is a provision by which workmen as well
as owners are made vespensible for any
carelessness, making it the duty of any
employee to report any dangerous portion
of & mine. Members who have had any-
thing to do with mining will know that
the greatest trouble is very often caused
by the miners themselves. They are
carcless and take such risks. I venture
to say that half the aceidents are attribut-
able to the miners themselves. No doubt

a miner is so familiar with the dangerous |

surroundings in which he works, and
gets so used to handling explosives, that
he becomes careless and is even a danger
to himself. Therefore it is necessary to
make it compulsory on workmen to report
any dangercus place, because a miner
cannot possibly he familiar with or know
gvery dangerous part in a mine. This is
a very hecessary provision. The Bill is
a consolidating and semewhat an amend-
ing measure, and it has received very
careful eonsideration in another place by
men who have had considerable exper-
ience in mining. 1 would like members
to take into consideration now the second
reading, and we will go into Committec
to-morrow. If there are any amend-
ments which suggest themselves, and

members will place them on the XNotice .

Paper, we will be able to discuss them
fully in Committee, and T will give all
the information necessary.

On motion by |Ign, W,
debate adjourned,

KixgsMmiLL,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the House do now adjourn,

Lien Bill.

AND WORKMEN'S LIEN
BILL.

lox, J. M. DREW uasked for some
assurance that the Contractors and
Workmen’s Lien Bill would receive con-
sideration to-morrow.
Twe COLOXNIAL

CONTRACTORS

SECRETARY did
not know this was a private mem -
ber's Bill He was prepared as far
as he personally was concerned to sit and
discuss it now. To-morrow there would
be a good deal of business from the
Assembly. He would withdraw the
motion for the adjournment of the House.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

On nwtion by the Hon. G. RANDELL,
the second reading of the Contractors
and Workmen’s Lien Bill was adjourned
till the next sitting. a number of amend-
ments having been suggested to-night
by Mr. Moss.

ADJQURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.35 o’clock,
until the next day.
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